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7 I& little Piece is adopted by the Soc ix T 

for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, into the 
Number of the Treatiſes which they judge, pro- 
perly calculated, for the Revival and Advancement 


of true Religion. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


a 


HE LETTER which is here before 
the Reader may ſeem ſomething foreign 
to my peculiar Province as a PHYSICIAN ; 
but as I have now acted under that Character 
for ſeveral Years in the CounTyY IN EIRMA“Z 
RY at NoRTHAMPTON, I have had fuch 
Opportunities of &nowing what has paſſed in it, 
and eſpecially of conver/ing with Patients there, 
in the Progreſs of their Diſtempers, and ſome- 
times in the /aft Hours of their Lives, as have 
furniſhed me with ſome particular Advantages 
for making an Attempe of this kind, as well 
as laid me under affecting Obligations to it. 
After having deliberately weigh'd the De- 
ſign, I communicated it to ſome worthy Di- 
vines, for whoſe Judgment I have a great 
Regard z and was confirm*d in the Purpoſe 
J had form'd by the Concurrence of their O- 
pinion in its Favour, and by their urging 
me to engage in the Execution of it, for 
RIS obvious Reaſon among others, that ſome 
articular Influence might probably attend ir, 
coming from a Perſon of my Profeſſion, 
I freely acknowledge, that I have receiv'd 
.onfiderable Aſſiſtance from Them in this 
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” ADVERTISEMENT. 

' ſmall Work; but, at the ſame Time, think 
it incumbent upon me ſolemnly to declare, that 
all I have written is entirely agreeable to the 
Convictions of wy own Conſcience, as to the 
certain. Evidence, and great Importance, of 
the religious Principles, on which I have 
proceeded ; and I ſhall eſteem myſelf peculiar- 
ly happy, if theſe Conſiderations may im- 
preſs the Mind of my Readers as forcibly as 
I have felt them on my own Heart. 

I have fudioyfly avoided whatever might 
lead to any of thoſe Controverſies which have 
ſo unhappily divided Chriſtians of different De- 
nominations: Yet, as hardly any thing can be 
mentioned that /ome have not diſputed, I have 
at the Bottom of the Page referred to ſuch 
Texts of Scripture as appear to ME (after what 
has, I hope, been an impartial Examination) 
evidently to ſpeak the ſame Sentiments, that 
I might be ſheltered, under their ſacred Au- 
thority (our only su REH Guide) from that Pe- 
tulancy of Cenſure which might perhaps other- 
viſe have been incurred, by ſome Expreſſions 
which I judg'd it indiſpenſably neceſſary to uſe, 

But if, my bearing this public Teſtimony 
of my firm Belief of CHRISTIANITY, 
and compaſſionate Regard to the immortal 
Souls of the /oweſt of my Fellow-Creatures, 
ſhould . expoſe me to any Degree of Contempt 
and Ridicule, in an Age ſo corrupt and aban- 
don'd as THIS (which I aſſuredly expect it 
will) I ſhall not be very anxious, as to any /uch 
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ny of my own Conſcience as to the Integrity 


and Benevolence of my Views; and referring 
myſelf to the Deciſion of that Day, when the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſball be manifeſted, and our 
eternal States unallerabiy determined. 
Northampton, 
July 9. 1748. 


N. B. I muft repeat in this Edition the Requeſt which 8 ; 


I made to my Readers on publiſhing the Fourth, that 


any receive BENEFIT from this little Piece (which |; hes 


large am unexpected a Demand for it encourages me to bois 


1. > 3 
, 33 ot 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 
Conſequences : being ſatisfy*d in the Th Rimo- 


has already been the Caſe of Many) they would, at lealt | 


awhile the Impreſſion of THAT BENEFIT I quarm on their 
Minds, © labour fervently for me in their PR A- 


ERS,” {Celof. iv. 12.) that fo long as it Gall pleaſe 


GOD to continue me in Life, I may faithfully xETAIN, 
ASSERT, and ADORN Religion ; — and that while this 
Attempt of mine for the Good of immortal Souls Hall re- 
main, it may ever be accompanied with nis Favour, and 
crowned with Succeſs. 


And let it be recollected upon ev roper Occaſion, that 
to INTERCEDE fir —— 2 it 
may now be regarded) is one of the moſt important Acts 
of Chriſtian Charity the Means of bringing down upon 
others Blefſings from on high, and of filling our own 
Hearts with extenfive and Brotherly Love. — "Tis alſo an 
Ad of Spiritual Charity which the Pooreſt are /o capable 
of exerciſing that they may be even Rich in Interceſſionary 
Alms, and ſurely none can allow tbem elves to deſpiſe ſuch 
Alms, fince the CHIE FEST of the Apaſtles moſt ear - 
neſtly and frequently /ollicited them. 
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LETT E R. &c. 


DAR NRIOCHBOUR, 


(Call you DR Ax, not out 
of an AfeBation of Ten- 
Bl derneG, but with the 
greateſt Sincerity.— For 
tis my conſtant Deſire, 
that every Neighbour ; and eſpecially every 
affited Neighbour, ſhould be truly dear to 
me.,—One of our Bleſſed Saviour's Prxincr- 
PAL Commandments is, Thou ſhalt love 
* thy Ncighbour as thyſelf; * ?—one 
thoſe on which, he tells us, hang all ibe Law 


Intro- 
Auction. 


and the Prophets. And I can confidently fay, . - » : 


that the Addreſs I am now making, pro- 
ceeds from thence—from real Lovz to you, 
as a Fellow-Creature, as a Fellow-Chriſtian— , 
and as one not in a Condition that intitles 


you to particular e ren 
® Matt, ü. 39. %ok 


B 


my * , 


I To be at once Sich, or Lame, and Poor, 
- is an afflicting Circumſtance indeed— and it 
ought certainly to diſpoſe me chearfully to do 
my Part, according to the Abilities God has 
given me, towards your Support and Cure— 
But as Charity to the SOL is unqueſtiona- 
bly the nobleſt of all Charities, I would eſ- 
pecially attend to THAT; heartily wiſhing 
ſo to join the happy Purpoſes of a Rx ror- 
MATORY with thoſe of an IN FIRMARVY, 
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d Nor are the Benefits of an Infrmary confined 
© only to Bodily Pain and Sickneſs, but may extend 
« themſelves yet further, to the /piritual Maladies of 
* thoſe who are under the Care of it. The Ignorant 
« here may be inſtructed, and the Diſſolute reclaimed, 
* and the Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, through the 
„ all-porwerful Grace of God, be raiſed to the Life of 
«© Righteouſneſs—The fri Regularity to which the 
Patients are obliged, the /þiritual Aſſiſtance which 
6% is charitably adminiſter'd to them, the Aptneſs of 
« Mens Minds to receive religious Impreſſions in Time 
“of Sickneſs and Diſtreſs, and the good Improvement 
« that will be made of it, to the preſſing home upon 
« them their ever/aſiing Concerns, whilſt they are 
% herein a /uffering and declining Condition, ALL 
« contribute to this happy Change —And who is 
 ©« there, that feels not an inavard Pleaſure (a Pleaſure 
te that muſt greatly overpay his Liberality,) when he 
1 reflects, that, by a /ma// Benefaction, Hz may be 
« happily inſtrumental not only to the prolonging of a 
« MorTaL Lir E, but to the ſaving of an Immor- 
* TAL Sour.“ See Page 19th of the Reverend Dr. 
Grey's excellent Sermon, preached at the OPENING 
of the County Infirmary at Northampton, before the 
Preſident and Governors—Sold by Fenj. Dod, in Ave- 
Meary-Lane, London; and at the ſaid Infirmary, 


( 3 1 
as effeually to promote your ſpiritual wel 
fare, and eternal Salvation. 

Tho? I am not a Mix is ER, I ſhould 
ſcarcely think I deſerve the Name of a 
CHRISTIAN, if I were not willin ng (when 
proper Occaſions offer) to inſtru#? and comfort 
you, as your Circumſtances and my own may 
_ But ſince the Viſits of a Phyſician 

to every particular Patient cannot be long, 


and much of the little Time he ſpends with 


each, muſt be employed in what relates to 


„ peculiar Profeſſion, I would endeavour to 


make up that Deficiency by applying my- 
ſelf to you in this Method, by which I may 
ſpeak to thoſe whom I ſee not—to thoſe at 
the greateſt Diſtance from me—and perhaps 
may continue to ſpeak when my Lips are 
filent in the Duſt, 


Suppoſe me then to fit down by the Bed of 


Languiſhing, and with a compaſſionate 
Ham, lifted up to God for his Bleſſing 
on you, and on this my Attempt for 
your Service to addreſs myſelf to you. 


I. As a Perſon under the afflicting Hand 


of God; 

II. As lod ged in a Place where you are 
daily receiving many of his Mercies ; 

And III. Where you are furrounded with 
many Objects and Circumſtances, which, if 
it be not your own Fault, may be * 
firuftive to you. 
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De PAT IE NT addreſſed as under the 
affiifting Hand of God. 


J Addreſs you firſt, as under the affficting 
Hand of God. The Place in which this 
finds you, as a Patient, ſuppoſes Tw O very 


grievous Afffictions concur z viz. That you 


are under ſome Illneſs or unhappy Accident; 
and that you are. ſo poor as not to be able, 
at your own Expence, to procure proper Re- 
lief. — The Governors would not have ad- 
mitted you, if they had not been perſuaded 
this was your Caſe; and there would be fo 
much Injuſtice and Wickedneſs in deceiving 
them into ſuch a Perſuaſion, that I will not 
make any ſuch Suppoſition, with regard to you. 
You are afflicted, and I hope 
ene 5%, you know your Afflictions come 
garded as the | c | 
Author of 4f. from the Hand of God ; 
flitian, You muſt know it, if you believe 
there is a God, and his Provi- 
dence, which is fo evident to the common 
Senſe of Mankind, that, one would hope, 
none can ſo much as queſtion it. —Now if 
you believe that God ſo far regards you as 
to ſend Afflictions (as you know too, that 
He does not afflict willingly, or grieve the 
Children of Men,) you muft believe, that 
© Amos iii. 6. * Lamentat, iii. 23. 
| | He 


By | 
He has merciful Defigns in afflicting you—and 
that, as He is always pre/ent with you, ſo, He 
obſerves how the Affliction works upon your 
Mind; as a w/e Phyſician who has preſcribed 
for a Patient, will attentively remark what 
Effect his Preſcriptions have produced. 
The Apoſtle expreſly tells us, That 
4 God corrects us for our Profit, that we 
„ may be Partakers of his Holineſs © Y— 
But that we may be fo, tis neceſſary, as the 
wiſe Man ſpeaks, ** in the Day of Adverſity, 
&* to conſider *,” —My firſt Requeſt to you 
therefore is, That you would ſeriouſly conſi- 
der what is the preſent State of your Soul, 
that ſo, you may the better apprehend the 
particular Deſign of our heavenly Father in 
thus chaſtiſing you. 5 
Let me intreat you to reflect, 
The Patient im the firſt Place, whether you 
Self-examina- have Reaſon to believe, that you 
tion. are, or are not, a REAL Chriſ- 
tian: l take it for granted that 
you are CALLED a Chriſtian z — that you 
have been baptized ; — and that you have 
not expreſly renounced your Baptiſm ;— that 
you have often attended ſome Place of Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip; — and that you believe the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God. 
But, certainly, this is not enough to prove 
you a TRUE Chriſtian, and to ſecure your 


© Heb. xii. 10, I Fcclefiaſt, vii. 14. 
B 3 Salvation : - 


(6) 
+ Salvation: For if there be any 
— 5 be Crimes in the World, that can 
; 2 draw down the Wrath of God, 

| and expoſe a Man to certain 
Danger of eternal Damnation; ſuch Crimes 
are too [requently found among ſome, Who 
are baptized Perſons, who ſometimes attend 
public Worſhip, and don't deny the Truth 
of the Scriptures. — Are there not, among 
ſuch, WROREMONGERS, LY ARS, — 
ADULTERERS, THIEVES, Cove TOus, 
DauN KAR DS, REVILERS, EXTORTION- 
ERS > — Now the Scripture expreſly 
ſays, as to ſuch wicked Perſons, That they 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Cod; and that 
the abuſed Name of a CaxisT1 An, which 
they preſumptuouſly retain, ſhall do them no 
manner of Service: — Nor is PROFANE. 
SWEARING and SABBATH-BREAKING, 
tho? perfiſted in by ſuch Multitudes, leſs de- 
ſtructive: For the Wages of zheſe Sins is 
(eternal) Death,” * and the Practice of them 
a fure ſign of an irreligious Heart. 

{f you therefore find, in your own Con- 
ſcience, that you are ſuch a Sinner z — that 
you profane the Name of God; — that 
you cuſtomarily break his Sabbaths (as if you 
would force your Way through hat Fence, 


-- ® Rev. xxi. 8. | * 1 Cor. vi. , 10, _ 

i Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, fhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ;_ but he that deeth 
the Will of my Father which is in Heaven, Matt. vii.21. 
I Nom. vi. 23. Exod. xx. 7. 8. 


to. 


1 8 
to a Thouſand otber Tranſgreſſions ;) — 
that you have liv'd in UncL.e anness 
— that you allow yourſelf in Lying, Cheat- 
ing, Backbiting, Drunkenneſs, or In- 
juſtice z — or in am other evil Courſe, 

which you know to be contrary to the Word 
of God, and the Delign of his Gofpet; you 
cannot doubt one Hour, nay, one Moment, 
about your State.— Whatever your NOTI- 
ONS and PRETENCES, and FORMS” 
of Religion may be, you are undoubtedly a 
wicKED Perſon, under the Diſpleaſure of 
God; —and in Danger of everlaſting Mi- 
fery. — You have therefore Reaſon to think 
God lays this Affliction upon you to rouſe and 
awaken your Conſcience—to ſhake you, as it 
were out of this dead Sleep of Sin, that 
you may humble yourſelf before him ; leſt 
this Sickneſs deliver you over to Death, and 
Death to that Judgment, by which you 
ſhall be caſt into Hell, 8 
3 But I muſt in Faithfulneſs 
or whether he farther tell you, That though 
ad gry ou be free from any ſuch 
eute of inward abominable Wickedneſs as I 
Religion. have deſcribed above, you may 
| nevertheleſs be an anconverted 
Sinner —under the Guilt of numberleſs Sins, 
and in the Way to utter Ruin.— Undoubtedly 
you are ſo, if you have no FEAR or G. 
bofore your Eyes *; — if you have no Love” Þ# 
To. GOD; — if you live WITHOUT GOD in 
* Palm xxxvi. 1. 1 John v. 42. 


| Re” 
the World“; — if you have not been 0% to 
pray—and I will add, if you have not been 
uſed to pray alone, and have not been /incere 
and earneſt with God in thoſe Addreſſes to 
bim; for indeed, we may bring the Matter 
to this ſhort Iſſue.— It has often and juſtly 
been faid, a Man may as well live 
without Breath, as a Chriſtian without 
Prayer: And merely to pronounce Words 
before Gop without any inward Meaning or 
ſuitable Affection 1s NOT REALLY PRAYER, 
whatever it may be called. | 

Nay, I muſt tell you farther, Tha 

though you may have felt ome Awe of God 
upon your Heart, and though you may, in 
a cuſtomary and formal Manner, have prayed 
to him in Public, or in Private, or even 
with ſome tranſient Affection, yet you are not 
2 REAL Chriſtian, if you have nota TRUE 
FaiTH in ChRIST; that is to fay, if you 


m Epheſ. ii. 12. 

n" When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, &c. Matt. 
vi. 6. The Word CLOSET, in our Egli Tranſla- 
tion, ſignifies, in the Oz1cinai, Cloſet, Chamber, 
Wardrobe, Warehouſe, or any other ſeparate Place 
And Chriſt might probably uſe a Word of ſuch Lati- 
tude, that none might plead, in Excuſe for the Omiſſion 
of private Prayer, the Want of ſo convenient an Apart- 
ment, as they could wiſh to retire into — I thought it 
neceſſary juſt to hint This, and to obſerve farther, That 
every Patient in a Public Infirmary may conſider himſelf, 
when kneeling at his Bed-ſide with his Curtains drawn 
around him, to be (ſcripturally ſpeaking) in his — 

| Ve 
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(9) 

have not been made 7horoughly ſen/ible *, that 
you are a miſerable Sinner—that you can- 
not be juſtified before God by am Works 
of your own, or, as St. Paul“ expreſſes it, 
by the Deeds of the Law ;—if you have not been 
really convinced that you need_the Merits of 
CarIsT's BLOOD “ and OBEDIENCE * to 
obtain your Pardon, and procure your final 
Acceptance before God; if you have not in 
this perſuaſion, committed yourſelf to CH R185 
as the Almighty Saviour; with a ſincere 
Deſire to be * made holy HERE, in order to 
be made happy HEREAFTER} with an un- 
feigned Repentance for all your paſt Sins; 
and with an humble Reſolution, that, by 
the Grace of God, you will reverence all 
his Commands; and labour, for the Time 
to come, to obey them. 

If sven a Fairtn be wanting I muſt. 
declare to you again, (though with much 
concern) that all your Hope is PxEsUMP- 
TION; —and it would be great Treachery 
to God, and Cruelty to your Soul, ſhould 1 
fatter you in it—But if you have indeed 
THUS believed in the Son of Gop —and if 
it be your conſtant Care to af? accordingly— 
if you conſcientiouſly guard againſt all known 
Sin, and be zruly ſorry when you fall into 
any by JInfirmity or Surprize—and in ſuch a 


© 1 Johni. 8. | 
P Rom. iii. 28. 2 Matt. xxvi. 28. Epheſ. i. 7. 
1 John i, 7. Rom, v. 18. * 1 Theſf, iv. 7. 
2, 72 Caſe 


610 
"Caſe, apply immediately to the Mercy of God, 
| through the Merits of Chriſt, for your Par- 
 - don, with renewed Reſolutions againſt Sin 
for the future, and hearty Deſires, that God 
would preſerve you from all Impiety; then 
indeed you are a TRUE Chriſtian :— And I 
| ſhould be ſorry if any thing I have here writ- 
ten ſhould give you one Moment's Diſtreſs. 
Weigh the Matter therefore with the moſt 
impartial Attention ;—for, if this be not your 
Character, be aſſured you are an unpardoned 
Sinner; —you are under the Curſe of God's 
Law; — and you muſt Believe — Repent — 
and be Converted, — The whole Temper of 
your Heart, and the whole Courſe of your 
Life*, muſt be changed, or you muſt periſh 
for ever. Take it not as reſting on the Au- 
thority of a weak and fallible Mortal, but 
as the Deciſion of our Divine Maſter him- 
ſelf, the faithful and the true Witneſs, who 
has expreſly faid, and ſolemnly repeated it, 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
* riſh*; - HE that believeth not is con- 
* demned already, and the Wrath of 
* God abideth on him“; and the Wicked 
** ſhall go away into * everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment.“ = 


t fohn iii. 3. v Luke xiii. 3. John iii. 
18, 36. * Matt. xxv. 46. 8 

Now upon the whole Matter; what can a carelſi, 
debauchd Perſon Say to theſe Things? Tho' he fardily 


bears up at pre/ent againſt theſe Impreſſions, _—_ 


| 
' 


28 
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8 I your Heart condemn you 
—— Addreſs on this Examination, I beſeech 
— you, in the Name of our Lord 
and 


think, that he ſhall away; be able to brave it out a- 
gainſt God and his own Conſcience ? — Can he fancy, 
that he ſhall not (at leaſt in the 4a Hours of his Life) 
condemn, himſelf with very diſmal Reflections on the 
Folly of his Sin, and the terrible Foreboding of its 
Puniſhment ; as MANY wnthinking and unhappy People 
have done before him? — And ſurely there cannot be 
a more diſmal Condition, than for any one to ſee his 
ſhort Life of Sin and Vanity expiring, and his eternal 
State of Torment commencing. 05 N wonder therefore 
** ſo many have been obſerved, in theſe awful Circum- 
% flances, overwhelmed with Horrible Dread; wounded 
e with the Sharpeſt Remorſe ; ſeized with Agonies of 
„Mind far more formidably ſevere, than all the Pangs 
« of diſſolving Nature: ſpending their expiring Breath 
„ in bitter 11 and ine ſfectual 17 2s. J 
What an alarming and tremendous Thought is it, 
that zhe/e are but the ſmall Beginnings of thoſe infinite 
and unutterable Torments which fo/low / 

Yet very few will take theſe fair Warnings in 11, 
while it is yet in their Power to avoid theſe fatal Conſe- - 
quences. They /ight Religion in their He aLTH 
and PRosPERITY,though they cannot but efeem it in 
Time of Dax R and DAT RH. 

What can we say to theſe Things? But that 
« Madneſs is bound up in the Hearts of theſe Men.“ 
FEeclefiaſt. ix. 3. — It would otherwiſe be utterly un- 
accountable, that any reaſonable Creature ſhould re- 
ject the ſweet and excellent Government of GOD, 
with the infinite Pr 1 VIKEGES and PRom15Es thereof; 
and obſtinately the Tyranny of the Dey11, 
with his everlaſt tins of Darkneſs. _ f 

See Page 5. that alarming little Book, Dy, 
Woob wan Fair Warning: to a CARELESs Vorl 
in which hg has collected the Sentiments of the moſt 
eminent Might; in their vx870U3, or pyeuc Hours, 

. | 


By 


% - 
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(12) 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt —I intreat you, by 
the Mercies of God on one hand, and the 
Terrors of the Lord on the other — and by 
the Worth of your immortal Souls, that you 
* cry* unto God” immediately for PA R DON 
and GRACE, and that you make your Ap- 
plication to ſome whom you have Reaſon to 
believe are themſelves accquainted with vital 
Religion, and eſpecially to ſome pious CL x R- 
GYMAN, Whoſe tender Concern for Souls 
may make him willing to give you ſuch In- 
ſtruction and Aſſiſtance as you ſtand in need 
of, leſt this Illneſs ſhould end in Death, and 
Death in your nal Condemnation, and irre- 
coverable Ruin 

In the Mean time let me obſerve for your 
Encouragement, that there is Reaſon to hope 
a compaſſionate God intends to prevent it, 
by this ſeaſonable Affliction; and that, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, You are chaſtencd, that you may 
not be condemned with the impenitent World 
— Improve theſe tender Moments; improve 
the Advantages you now enjoy; and who 
can tell but it may appear, that you-were 
brought into this INFiRMARY, that your A- 
bode and Relief here might be a Means of 
bringing you to Heaven ? 
| I ſpeak this to you even on a 

— the Suppoſition of your being yet 
—— A in an unconverted State; but I 
would rather hope, chat this 
LETTER 


2 Hoſea vii. 14. - 1 Cor. xi. 32. 


. 
LeTTEer may fall into the Hands of nam 
who have been converted, and are acquaint- 
ed with REAL Religion; and that I may 
addreſs you, my Reader, as a Child of God, 
whom He chaſtiſes in ſpecial Love; as a 
« Branch in Chriſt, which bears Fruit, and 
e <cohich He purges and prunes, with the 
e ſharp Knife of Affliction, hat you may. 
* bring forth more Fruit *.” 
83 In this Caſe, I would 'urge you 
of Retirement Wiſely to improve the Opportu- 
for Self-know- nity of your preſent Retirement 
ledge urged. from the Labours of your Call- 
ing—You. have now vacant Days—and, per- 
haps too, ſleepleſs Nights—ſpent in Silence on 
a Bed of Sickneſs, or of Pain—Uſe theſe tedi- 
ons, but precious Hours in examining your 
own Heart—n ſearching and trying your Ways ©, 
that you may learn the ſpecial Deſign of Pro- 
vidence in this Diſpenſation; that you may 
recollect what Duties you have been moſt ac- 
cuſtomed to neglect in the Place and Relation 
in which you are fixed, and what Tempta- 
tions have been moſt ready to prevail upon 
you, and, in ſome lamented Inſtances, 'to. 
draw you aſide from God and Religion. 
Lift up your Heart to God, from time to 
time; and ſay Humbly whilſt you are bearing 
his Chaſtiſement, „ Shew me wherefore thou 
8 contendeſt with me — What I know not, 


C © teach 


.-* John xv. %. © Lamentat. il, 40. 4 Job x. 2. 


640 
* teach thou me, and wherein I have done 
*© Tniquity may I do ſo no more ©? — 
Yield yourſelf with a true ia! Submiſſion 
to the Rod of your heavenly Fatber :;—Bear 
it patiently ;—— Bear it thankfully :_——Let 
Thoughts of moſt unfeigned Love to him, 
as your FATHER, mingle themſelves with all 
you fuffer from his Hand—and labour ear- 
neſtly, that whether your bodily Health be 
recovered, or continue to decline more and 
more, the Health of your Mind may be great- 
ly promoted, by this Courſe of Diſcipline, 
and by every Day of it. | 
Theſe are Addreſſes which ſuit you as a Per- 
ſon under the uidting Hand of God; and 
which would in the main equally ſuit you, if 
you lay upon your own Bed, in your own 
Chamber, and had the requiſite Supports 
and Aſſiſtances miniſtred to you, at your 
own Expence, But I would now recollect, 
that I am ſpeaking to you as a Patient in an 
Infirmary — A Place where, as I have hinted 
to you already, you are ſurrounded with many 
Mercies, and with many Objects and Cir- 
cumſtances, which, if it be not your own 
Fault, may carry along with them particular 
Inſtruction. 5 


* Job xxxiv. 32. 


Tr). . 
SECTION IL 


The Patient addreſſed, as in a Place 
where many Mercies are received. 


Some of thoſt OU are in a Place where 
Mercies en. you are ſurrounded with 
merated. 


many Mercies, for which, there- 
fore, you ought to be very thankful—thank- 
ful to God, as well as to your human Bene- 
factors —You have convenient Lodging, and 
that is a great Mercy—an eaſy warm Bed 
a good Houſe around you, to ſhelter you from 
— Inclemency of the Weather, which 
makes Diſtempers in a Collage, at ſome Seaſons 
of the Year, much more dangerous and pain- 
ful than they would otherwiſe be—You have 
Attendants to wait upon you, as your Neceſ- 
ſities require, Night and Day—You have 
Food ſufficient and proper — ſuch as may 
comfort and ſupport Nature, without feeding 
your Diſtemper—And then you have the mt 
ſuitable Medicines, in their greateſt Perfection, 
. preſcribed by Pays1ctans, judged (by thoſe 
who have conſigned this Office to them) to be 
of approved Skill and Experience. — Such 
Perſons cannot be under the 4a Temptation 
to overload you with them ; a Circumſtance 
which is of no /mall [mportance—Theſe Gen- 
tlemen viſit you at proper Seaſons : and are 
ready to attend you at any Time, if an extraor- 
| C.2 dinary 


61609 
Anary Circumſtance in your Caſe ſhould make 
it neceſſary. 

If you are wounded, or under the Agony 
of a broken Bone, or in other Circumſtances, 
that require the important Aid of SuRGEONS, 
Perſons ſelected from many others of that uſe- 
ful and neceſſary Profeſſion are ready to at- 
tend you with their Aſſiſtance which would 
elſe, perhaps, have been ſo expenſive to you, 
that you might have been ruined by procuring 
it, or periſhed for wand of it — fo that, upon 
the Whole, there are few even of your Bene- 

fedtors, who in the Time of their Sickneſs can 
procure equal Advantages for their Comfort 
and Recovery — And the Government and 
Regulations under which you are, may be 
much more than an Equivalent for any other 
Advantages, which, in ſuperior Circumſtances, 
they may enjoy, if they have not a great 
deal of Command over themſelves, and do 
not fall into very faithful Hands, 
| Now have you not abundant 
Reaſon to be thankful to THEM, 
and, above all, to Gop, for theſe 
good Things, and for that happy State, into 
- which, amidſt all your Afflictions, you are 
brought ?-—I ſay, above all, to Ggp, becauſe 
*tis HE gives Them a Power to help you, and 
a Pill to do t——Tis HE that encourages 
Them to go on from Year to Year, with 
renewed Expence, and to take ſuch frequent 
Trouble in Attendance, as many of them do, 
on 


Thankfulneſs 


urged. 
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| (17) 
on no other imaginable Conſideration than that 
of doing you Good. | 
Methinks, in this View, you ſhould be 
praiſing God every Day, and every Day in- 
treating, that his Bleſſing may abundantly reſt 
upon thoſe whom HE has made, in tbis In- 


ſtance, the Inſtruments of his Goodneſs to you. 


And indeed you ſhould be very thankful to 
Him, not only on your own Account, but that 
of others, Poor as you are, I could earneſtly 
wiſh that you might be rich in the Grace 
of Chriſtian Charity; and if you are ſo, you 
will be concerned for others as well as yourſelf 
—you will rejoice, and be thankful for the 
Relief which every Patient in the InyiRm A- 
RY, Or belonging to it, receives by this uſeful 
FounDATioN—it will delight and comfort 


you, to think how many ſuch Houſes of Mercy 


there are in our Nation, how many Thou- 
C 3 fands 


f In the Tear 1719, the Wefminfler Infirmary was 
eſtabliſhed — In the Year 1724, Guy's Hoſpital in 
SOUT HW AR XK was endowed, by the noble Libe- 


rality of a fingle Perſon — And in 1732. St. George's 
Hoſpital ; fince which Time, Fourteeti more Hoſpitals 


and Infirmaries have been erected, in ſeveral Parts of this 
Kingdom; wiz. the London Infirmary, and Foundlin 

Hoſpital, the Midle/ex. Infirmary for Sick in general, 
but particularly for Lying-in Women — the Hoſpital 
for Inoculation, and for Patients already ſeiz d with the 
Small-Pox — the Winchefter Hoſpital (being the firſt 
ever eſtabliſhed out of London,) the Devonſbire Hoſpital 


at Exeter, and one for the City of Exeter ——— and at 


Briſtol, Bath, York, Northampton, Morceſter, —_— 


(18) 

ſands have been already relieved and recovered 
by means of them—and what a Probability 
there is, that in future Years they may be 
more numerous, and more uſeful too, by gain- 
ing Experience in the ArxT of Doing Goop 
— and your opening Heart (if it be formed 
aright) will rejoice in the Proſpect of Relief and 
Comfort to thoſe that are yet unborn. 

If you have any Spark of 
Gratitude to God, for your own 
Share in this merciful Proviſion, 

you will alſo be inquiring what Return you 
ſhould make——And ſhall I tell you plainly 
what will be the moſt acceptable Return that it 
is poſſible for you immediately to make ?—The 
Anſwer is eaſy— Truly, the moſt acceptable 
thing both to God and Man, which you can 
do in your preſent Circumſtances, is to endea- 
= vour to improve, as much as pol- 
Gratitude bet ſible, all the Advantages which 
expreſſed Fy you here enjoy both for Body and 
1 Soul— We wiſh your Good and 
tages, Happineſs, and, as we may pre- 
| ſume to expreſs it, the bleſſed 

God wiſhes it—and will bchold with Pleaſure, 


and Shreausbury, each one — Not here to omit the much 
older Inſtitutions of St. Thomas's Hoſpital in SO UT H- 
VAR K, and Saint Bartholomew in the City of LO N- 
DON; which. have now been a Bleſſing to ſucceeding 
Centuries, and may be confidered as PARENTS to 
all the reſt. N | 
. "Beſides THEsE I am inform'd there are Several at 
DUBLIN, andoneat EDINBURGH. 


Gratitude re- 
commended, 


your 


(19) 
your wiſe and diligent Care of yourſelves.— 
Do not therefore, as ſome fool;/hly do, neg- 
lect this Opportunity, and ſo diſappoint the 
charitable Deſigns and Efforts of your 30 
Friends. 
| It is the leſs neceſſary for me 

2 Ar A. 0 urge you to improve the Ad- 

oy vantages you enjoy, for the Re- 
covery of your Health, not only as it may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed you coil do it, but as, ac- 
cording to the Rules of ſuch Places. as theſe, 
any great and viſible Irregularity will not be 
endured—Yet there are little miſchievous Arti- 
fices which ſome Patients will practiſe, and 
which may now-and-then paſs undiſcovered 
—eſpecially to procure Things which are im- 
proper for them to eat or drink, which you 
ought to make @ Conſcience of avoiding ; for 
as it would be hurting qourſelves, and perplex- 
ing your Phyfcian, ſo it would be groſly a- 
buſing the Charity you have ſought to par- 
take of, either to neglect what you are ap- 
pointed to do, or to do that, which out of a 
tender Regard to your Benefit, and that of 
others, is forbidden. 

But what J have moſt in my 
Eye now is, to urge you to a di- 
ligent Care in improving the 
Advantages of your SOULS; which are infi- 
nitely more valuable, and no leſs diſtempered, 
than youur Bop1zs: and for which Religion 
1s at once the * and the only Cure, EN 

An 


and for Reli- 


gion. 


„ 
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Religions Op- And here, beſides the Obje $ 


 portuniticrin a With which you are ſurrounded 


well - regulated (which I reſerve as an Artigle by 
Infirmary ex- itſelf) I may reckon the more 
emp/ified. frequent Opportunitzzs you will 
have of hearing or reading the-Scripture, and 
of attending Prayers, Sertnons, and Sacra- 
ments, and converfing with ſome fpiritual 
Guide.— If all theſe be duly improved, you 
may have Reaſon. to bleſs God for every one 


of them, 33 1 
ou have Bibles in eve 

— Ward; oh! let them not 2 
neglected. If you are able to do it, read them 
yourſelf, or elſe get another to read them to 
you; but daily, one way or other, keep up an 
Acquaintance with the Contents of that Di- 
vine Book, as you have Opportunity, and the 


State of your Health will permit And 


particularly read ſuch Portions of Scripture, 


as are moſt ſuitable to your own Cale, ſuch as 


thoſe referred to below *, 
s Paſſages of Scripture particularly fit for the Peruſal 


of Perſons in an Infirmary, are ſuch as theſe : 


The Whole Book of Job. Pſalm vi. xxii. xxx. xxxii. 
AXXIV. xxxviii. xxxix. xli. xlix. I. li. Ixxi. Ixxiii. Ixxvii. 
IX xxviii. xc. Cit. ciii. cvii. cxvi. xxx. cxxxix. cxlv. 


XXxi. The Whole Book of Lamentations. Hoſea. vi. 
xiv. Micah vii. Matthew xxv. xxvi. xxvii. Romans 


And 


. 

And while you read them, PAUSE upon 
them: — And take ſome weighty-and comfor- * 
table Verſe to lay up in your Memory, that 
you may MEDITATE upon it by Night as 
well as by Day.—The TExrs of Scripture, 
that, in ſeveral Infirmaries, are written on the 
Walls, in the reſpective Wards, may, by 
the Divine Bleſſing, be very uſeful, if thus 
ſeriouſly read, and reflected upon. 

If you have an Opportunity of borrowing 
tber good Books, eſpecially ſacl} as treat 
of TRUE EVANGELICAL Religion, and of 
Affliction, Death, Judgment, and Eternity, 
I intreat you to make frequent uſe of them. 

*Tis true, if you are confined to your Bed, 
by any acute Illueſs, that requires Reft, and 
will not admit of attentive Thought, there 
will be no Room for this—But there are fo 
many Patients in other Circumſtances, that 1 
thought this Advice very proper for them, 
eſpecially as the inaive State in which they 
are forced to be, may be a Means of con- 
tracting a HAI of Idleneſs, if they be not 
directed to ſome ufeful ſedentary Employ- 
ment; and if a Number be capable of fittin 
to any kind of Work together, (which 1s of! 
ten the Caſe) then one, who can read well, 
may read to the reſt, without diſturbing others; 
all which may be left to the Judgment of the 
MaTRON; and it may, by the Bleſſing of 
God, turn out to a good Account, 


Tou 
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Tou will hear Prayers, ſuited 
Projert. to your particular Caſes, read in 
your Wards ſeveral times in a Week—At- 
tend to them diligently— endeavour to under- 
Hand them; for which Purpoſe if Copies of 
them are left in the Wards, it will not be 
amiſs to aſk Leave to read them when firſt 
admitted, that you may enter more fully into 
the Meaning of them; and you ſhould deſire 
the MINIST ER to explain them to you, if there 
be any thing which you do not 7horoughly un- 
derſtand And then, when Prayers are read 


by ui, or by any other appointed to read 


them in his Abſence, endeavour to keep your 
Mind attentive to every Sentence — always re- 
membring, that whatever Prayers you may 
Bear, or even ſpeak, they are not your Prayers, 
unleſs they be the Pourings out of your Soul 
before that God, who ſearches all Hearts, and 
tries the Reins of the Children of Men —and 
is greatly diſpleaſed with thoſe who draw nigh 
unta him with their Lips, while their Hearts are 
far from bim. Such Pretences to Prayer are an 
Abomination unto the Lord“. 

If the particular Method of public Worſhip 


Leere ſhould be ſomething different from what 


you have been accuſtomed to, don't allow 
yourſelf to cavil and find fault; but be thank- 
ful for the Advantages you have, and make 
the beſt uſe of them Such Places as theſe are 


* * Plal. Ixit, 8. i Matt, Xv. 8. * Prov. XV. 8. 
b | not 
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Lag, 
not proper Scenes for Diſputes about Religion, 
nor are the Days of Affliction proper Seaſons 
for them. | | 

The Faith of all r RUE Chriſtians is, in the 
main, one, as to the grand Articles of it — The 
Bleſſings, which we aſk of God are, in the 
main the ſame; vz. That He would pardon: 
our Sins — and pURITY our Hearts by his 
Holy Spirit—and enable us to live by Fair 
in CHRIST, and in Love to God, and one 
another, /oberly, rigbtecuſy, and gody ; and 
ſo to -improve all our Enjoyments and Af> 
fictions, that we may all be FIr for Heaven, 
and at laſt may all meet there. 

Theſe are Sentiments to which every good 
Man can put his bearty Au EN; and he ought 
never to with-hold it, when he has an Oppor= 
tunity of joining in ſuch Petitions as expreſs 
the very Vitals of Religion. 2 

If Sermons be preached in the 
InriRMARY (as it may rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed they eften will,) obſerve 
ſpecially what is moſt ſuitable to your own 
aſe, lift up your Heart to God for a Bleſſing 
defore the Diſcourſe begins, and when it 1s 
nded—and, if you have an Opportunity of 
onverſing with other Patients, be ready to 
alk over what you have heard, in an humble, 
bankful manner, that you may get Good by 
t, and retain any ſerious Impreſſions that have 


Sermons, 


deen made, 


1 Titus ii. 12. 
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e As for the Sacrament of the 
Garrament.. Lord's Supper, it is no doubt a 
uſeful and excellent Ordinance, admirably 


* fitred to adminiſter Conſolation and Eſtabliſh- 


ment to Chriſtians under all their Trials — to 
awaken their Graces—and to confirm their 
good Reſolutions, by reminding them of the 


| Atonement of Chriſt, and by repreſenting his 


dying Love. | 
But I beſeech and charge you, that you do 
not attend the Sacrament in a careleſs man- 
ner, or as if you thought it would work like 
a Charm, and that the external Performance 
of that Action would be of any Significancy 
to your Salvation, unleſs it is attended with 
a LiIvELY FaiTn “* in ChRIST, unfeigned 
Repentance for all your Sins, and ſincere Pur- 
poles of better Obedience — On theſe Princi- 
ples you are to regard it, 1, as a Comme- 
MORA T10N, (or Remembrance, ) of the Death 
of Chriſt—2dh, as a SEAL of the Covenant 
(by which all true Believers are intitled to 
many Bleſſings, and) which is confirm'd 
in this Holy Solemnity — and 34h), as a 
BA DO of your Chriſtian Love“ to all your 
Brethren in Chriſt, however they may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from each other in their different 
FORMS of Profeſſions, or Ranks in Life. 
Reflect upon theſe Ends and Purpoſes, that 
you may ſee how far you de/ire to comply with 
:hem—Examine yourſelf as to the Truth of 
Religion, in your Heart and your Advance 
n Heb, iv. 2. John xiii. 35. 


Or 
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or Decline in it — Meditate upon the DeaTH 
of CHRIST read thoſe Portions of Scripture 
which deſcribe his Sufferings — or eſpecially 
refer to them—and join to theſe the Alliſtance 
of the beſt human; Writers, that may fall 
<= | 5 * 


x See particularly Matt. xxvi — xxvii. Mark xv. 
Luke xxii. xxiii. John xviii. xx. | 

© cannot here forbear mentioning to Perſons'of tole- 
rable Circumſtances (if this Letter ſhould come into ſuch 
Hands) Rawlet's Treatiſe of Sacramental Covenanting, 
which had paſſed through Eight Editions—and is, in my 
Opinion, a lively and judicious Book; in which there 
is a happy Mixture of the Inſtructive and Pathetic, 

But TH1s is not ſo proper a Piece to attend us at the 
Communion Table — And as there are few religious 
Subjects, which have been more frequently written _ 
and perhaps I might add 4% underitood, I would here 
recommend a ſmall, but clear and ſatisfactory 'TraQ, in 
large Print, which I moſt ſincerely wiſh in the Hands of 
almoſt every Communicant, eſpecially of the Patients in 
all our Infirmaries—I mean the Biſhop of Man's Sort, 


but plain Inſtructions for the better underſtanding the Lord's 


Supper And I ſhould rather prefer us for the follow- 
ing Reaſons; wiz. There are ſeveral conci/e and affeding 
Meditations on the 75 pertinent Texts of Scripture the 
Quettions propoſed for Seif-Examination are imme- 
diately founded on the Expreſſions ſo properly uſed in our 


Book of Common Prayer (See Biſhop of Max on the Sa- 


crament, Page 26. —and the whole Communion Service 
is there printed with «/efu/ Directions, and ſuitable 
Ejaculations on the Sides. So that it is remarkably well 
calculated to prevent the Inconveniency which I have 
often obſerved with Concern when People are confuſed in 
turning. backwards and forwards from their Common 


Prayer Book to their Sacrament Book, at a” time wen 


their Thoughts ſhould be a!/ Attention to the Words of 


the MINIST ER whereas ſuch a Tract as Tui 
: D would 
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n your way—but, above all, endeavour to 
wes along with you, to the Table of the 
Lord, that HoM1tiTyY and FarTy — that 
| Love and Dez vorT1on, which may make your 
Attendance acceptable to Chriſt, and uſeful 
to yourſelf, — And when you have receiv*d 
the Communion, endeavour to carry it in your 
Memory and Heart eonTiINUALLY, and bear 
your Afflictions like one that has ſcen the Re- 
preſentation of a ſuffering Saviour — that has 
received ſuch Favours from him — and lies 
under ſuch great and ſo/emn\ Obligations to 
ſerve him all your Life long. 

| At ſuch Times eſpecially (though 

<a? ** wie not at theſe Times only) it will 
be your great Wiſdom to make 

uſe of the Opportunity you may have for 
converſing with ſome ſpiritua! Guide. — The 
Miniſter who officiates, if he be that worthy 
Man, whom I hope you will akvays find him, 
will not deſpiſe your Soul, becauſe you are 
Poor, —He will not content himſelf with read- 
ing the Forms of PAY ER, or going through 
OTHER OUTWARD Parts of Worſhip but 
he will be g/ad to converſe with every Perſon 


would help devout Minds, without diverting them from 
the Duty they are about. 

N. B. This little Book has paſſed Eight Editions, 
and is diſperſed by the SOCIETY #* for proneting Chriſtian 
| Knowledge. —And a large Allowance will be made by the 
Printer, to thoſe Perſons who buy Numbers of them to 


gire away. 8 
of 
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of the Infirmary, ag . Neceſſity may require, 
and his other Engagements permit.— It will 
be the very Foy of his Heart, to ſee that you 
are impreſſed with the Hand of God, while it 
is ſiniting you — and that you will give him 
an Opportunity of contributing to your Im- 
provements in Divine Knowledge, and Chriſ- 
tian Piety—He will g/adly deny himſelf in ſome 
agreeable Viſits abroad, or entertaining Studies 
at home, that he may, by this humble Office 
of Chriſtian Charity, contribute to, the Glory 
of God, and the Salvation of a Soul, which 
is to exiſt for ever. 

And, beſides the Aſſiſtance you may receive 
from him, who is ſo kind as to give you his 
| STATED . Attendance, Occas10nAL Acceſs 
will not be denied to the Miniſter of your own 
Pariſh or Congregation *, who, if he be within 
Reach, and underſtand his own Duty and Iute- 
ret, will be glad of an Opportunity of viſiting 
you, and converſing ſeriouſly with you—He 
will even bleſs God with all his Heart for it, 
both as it may be a Means of preſent Service, 
and may open a Proſpect, in caſe you ſhould 
recover, of his greater Uſefulneſs to you in the 
Courſe , of his future Miniſtry, — And conſe- 
quently will farther eſtabliſh his Title to that 
valuable Promiſe, and that. diſtinguiſhed Re- 


* Þ. Sam. xxvi. .10. - q Care is taken, that Pa- 
tients of ALL PErSUAlons may be ſo diſpoſed, as to ba 
attended in the manner they defire. See Northampton 
Infirmary Statutes, Page 40. | 

| D 2 ward, 
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ward, ** They' that turn many to Righte- 
« oulneſs ſhall pine like the Stars in the Fir- 
mament,” Daniel xii. 3. 

Make u/e of this happy Concurrence of Cir- 


cumſtances Lay open to one, or the other, 
or bath, the State of your Soul — Hear their 
Advices, Inſtructions, and Prayers—and ex- 
preſs an unfeigned Gratitude to them for all 
the kind Offices which they are ever ready 
to do you, in theſe Circumſtances of Humilia- 
tion and Diſtreſs. 

I farther reminded you, in the Beginning of 
this LETTER, that as there are many Mercies, 
which you receive here, fo alſo it is a Place 
where you are ſurrourided with many Objefs 
and Circumſtances, which may be very uſeful 
to you, if it be not your own Fault. 


SECTION n. 


The Patient addreſſed as ſurrounded with 
many infiruttive 0⁰¹ ects and Grreum- 


 flances. | 

| - 0 U ke und you ma 
5 = under great and heavy «mary 
fictions, perhaps muchgreater than 
your own—And in all that you /ee, and in all 
that you feel, you may perceive the ſad Con- 
ſequences and Effects of Six — Tis SIN that 


has, as it were, turned che World into one 
GREAT 
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Garar Inriemary —*Tis Sin, that has 
introduced all the Evils which we experience, 
and which we behold —'Tis S1w. that forces 
the compaſſionate Father of Men to have re- 
courſe to ſuch ſmarting Rods, to humble and 
reform his thoughtleſs, fool, rebellious Chil- . 
dren. Lay it to Heart, and pray earneſtly, 
that God would. bleſs all theſe things to you, 
and to your. Fellow- Sufferers. : 
Think alſo of the infinite Love and Com- 
paſſion, of the Logp Jxsvs Carisr, in 
bearing far more ſevere Pains and T orments 
for vou than you now feel; or than any of your. 
Fellow- Patients endure—And once more think, 
if the Chaſtiſing Strokes, of God's Rod be 10 
painful d grievous, what muſt the Fierceneſs 
of his Wrath, in, H LL be? — What-muſt 
thoſe miſerable Spirit, endure, whom God 
has FOR, EVER caft away from bis Proſence 15 
—who are tormented in that Flame * prepared 
for the Dzvit and His Anczts* — who 
have no Eye to pity.them—no Hahd to relieve 
them—and no Hope of being releas d, even 
by Death itſelf; which they call for, and it flies 
from them'—Oh How agonizing the Conſide- 
ration! that TIME and DEATH are fled 
from their Call—and that Deſpair and Horror 
muſt be their Portion for evermore. 8 
Learn Patience under your own Afflictions, 
when you ſee others, perhaps, ſo much _ 
D 


1 n 8 2, 1. Luke 
Matt. xxvi. 41. | 1 Rev. 1. . 


3 | Cw) | 
3 than yourſlf—qr, it may be, languiſhing 


while you are recovering growing worſe in- 
ſtead of better, under the moſt proper Applica- 
tions, and drawing near to the Grave, You 
may perhaps ſee ſome poor, Creatures under 
the Neceſſity of looſing precious and uſeful 

Limbs for the preſervation of their LIVEs— 
Learn then, from every ſad Spectacle of this 
kind, to reflect how much more reaſonable it 
is to give up the deareſt Luſts, when they 
threaten, as they certainly all do, the Life of 
ou you Ls—How well it is worth our while 
to tut off a Right Hand, or pluck out 4 Right 
Hye , rather hin by criminal Indulgence to 
bring Ruin upon ourſelves, and be caſt into 
Hell, where, as our Lorp tells us 
(T H RICE, within the Compaſs of SIX 
| Verſes) their Worm dieth not, and (as He teſti- 
fies FIVE times within the SAME Compaf) 
that the Fire is noi quenched, Mark 1 X. 43, 44, 

45, 46, 47, 15. * 10. * EY | 

| Lou have alſo, perhaps, — 

1 1727 ef tacles of rn 1 7877 4 

| ortality. D 

zath may come into the very 

Ward in which you are Iodged, and you 

may ſee a dead Corpſe, lying for a little 

Wulle in the very next Bed — Oh! lay it to 

3 Heart ore Look upon that awful Sight "ink 


6 N 
£ 


= > duct. V. 29. 
w It is well known, that i it bs uſual in INFIRMA- 


RIES v uickly to remove Carpſes into the 
| — Sf DEAD; 


. of doing Good. 


* 


fome Good, — as an Example of Patience, 


(r) 


think what is become of the Soul that lately 
dwelt in that forſaken Clay! — What a great 


Change has it already proved ! An Hour 'or 
Two ago it was with you, and its Fellow- 
Patients—but NOW it is with Angels, or 
with Devils — triumphing in the Preſence of 


CrrisT, or bemoaning itſelf in Chains of 


Darkneſs. **,SO (may you ſay) so muſt I in a 


& little while, even though God ſhould bleſs. 
*© the Means of my Recovery from my pre- 


&* ſent Illneſs, so muſt I in a few Nears, and 
„ perhaps in a few Days, lie cold among the 


„ Dead—and so muſt this immortal Sous, 


& this 100 much-neglefted S pIRI of mine, be 


{© an everlaſting Inhabitant of Heaven or of 
© Hell — Lord! quicken me by this awfub 


& Providence ;—and /o teach me to number 

& Days, that I may apply my Heart unto true 
«© Wiſdom.” - 7 5 
1 i Once more conſider, that the 
Opportunities Providence of God has brought; 
you into a Place, where, perhaps, 
you may have an Opportunity of doing ſame 
fort of Good; which you ſhould moſt joyfully: 
embrace, to the utmoſt of your Power, — 
How ill ſoever you are, you may perhaps do 


and 


% 


DEAD-HOUSE, to prevent the Inconvenience which 
might ariſe from their continuing long among the Pa- 
tients—Nevertheleſs, while the Spectacle is before their 
Eyes, is it ſo affecting, that I could not but think fit ta 


* . OM . 2 Pfalm xc. 12. : 
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and of Gratitude, —by a quiet Submiſſion to, 
God's Hand —by a thankful Compliance with 
all the Methods of Cure — and by behaving. 
with a becoming Reſpect to thoſe who have 
the Care of you—endeavouring to make that. 
Care as light and eaſy to them as you can, and 
to give them as Little Trouble as poſſible. 

254, If it pleaſe God, that you 
> ne recover @ litile, or if under your 
IIIneſs you are capable of mov- 

ing about, which is often the Caſe, there are 
many other Ways, by which you may perhaps 
be uſcful in the InFigMarRyY—For Inſtance — 
by Reading to others — and by teaching 
them to read; —by learning ſome of them to 
write and fo caſt accounts or by inſtructing 
them in the Catechiſm, Sc. —by Working fot 
them — or. by A/iſting, which in Duty you 
ought, under the Direction of the MA TRONYN, 
in attending upon others —and by taking 
per Times and Seaſons of . to * * 


Y. As it is no unuſual, and a very waluable AR of Be- 
neficence to preſent Religious Books (the Choice of which 
is really an Important Concern) to the Infirmary, for the 
Edification of the Patients; perhaps 0 Treatiſe is better 
ſuited to the Circumſtance, or more level to the Capaci- 
ties, of the lower Rank of Readers, than Burkitt's Help 
and Guide ; which I would recommend in a — — 
manner, to their Peruſal — A Book well known ( 
it has paſſed Twwenty-Six Editions) — and. juftly - by 
for the abundant Matter of uſeful . which it 
contains, and which is not perhaps any-where to be 
equalled in a Treatiſe of ſo moderate a Price Viz. 15 
bound.)—Rawlett's Chriſtian, Monitor likewiſe (Price 34) 
julily merits the Character it bears, 
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jow-Patients, comforting them under their Paing 
and Sorrows, by adviſing them for their ſpi- 
ritual Good—and cautioning them tenderly and 
affectionately againſt any thing which you ſee 
amiſs in their Conduct, 
You will yourſelf find the Pleaſure, the 


Benefit, the Reward of this; and therefore you 


will not think I improperly reckon his a- 


mongſt the Circumſtances which may be - 


ful to you, if it be not your own Fault. 
: If you find no immediate Be- 
A nefit by the Method uſed for 
I. obtarned., your Recovery, be not impatient 
— nor by any means envy thoſe 

that do. Suſpect not the Skill, or the Faithful- 
neſs, of thoſe that have the Care of you; for 
no Man can command a Bleſſing—The PR v- 
SICLANS of Px1Nces are often unſucceſsful, and 
even the ROYAL Patient grows worſe and 
worſe under their Care—Nay the moſt judicious 
PaysI1CIAnNs THEMSELVES are at laſt oblig- 
ed to ſubmit to Death—lf therefore you do 
receive any Benefit, be very thankful to God 
for it, though. the Amendment be ever fo 
ſmall Or if 20 Relief c an be obtained *, yet 
remember that it is GOD's Will—what — 
| orders 


2 Tf this ſhould be the Caſe of irreligious Perſons fure- 
ly they ſhould not delay an Hour or a Moment; but i- 
ftantly prepare for the unavoidable and approaching 
change.— If Religious People are in theſe Circumſtances 
they will know the value of the following yxoM1sÞs 

* (namely 
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orders (who is w1sE as well as coop) is al- 
ways beſt And if ſubmitted to and improv- 
ed, will turn to your everlaſting Advantage. 
But if you ſhould recover, be 
not unmindful, when you leave 
the Infirmary to report what 
Good you have ſeen and received there with 
Thankfulneſs—And as for what may have 
been amiſs (which I hope in ſuch Societies will 
be very little) do not blaze it abroad, to pro- 
mote a Prejudice againſt ſuch Places, which 
would be very ungrateful, and very miſcbievous; 
but give proper Hints of it to thoſe who may 
have it in their Power to rectify what has 
really been wrong—and it will be well taken, 
and may be the Means of doing Good. 
3 And as it is very probable you 
Dia will, at your going out of the 
" —  J1nfirmary, have ſome little Trea- 
tifes given you, ſuitable, to the Circumſtances 
of your Recovery; Read them with Diligence 
and Care — lay it ſeriouſly to Heart — and 
charge it on your Conſcience, that you never, 
no never, forget the Vows you. have. made in 
Trouble *, and the Merciful Hand that has 
brought you out of it. | os 
| | The 


(namely Iſaiah xli. 10.—Pſalm. xxiii. 4.—Pſalm Ixxiii. 
26.— John x, 28.) which if y1xsD in the memory, and 
rendered familiar to the mind, will, I doubt not, revive 
— Heart, when, no Cordial can ſupport the ./inking 

* | \ 


| Advice in caſe 
Kecavery. 


_ 


® Pſalm Ixvi. 14, 
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The LETTER you are now reading, 
which will ſtill remain in your Poſſeſſion, may 
have its future as well as preſent Uſe — and 
as for the Directions given in the SUPPLE- 
MENT they will at all times be equally your 
Concern — and I hope will be made much 
more familiar to your Mind by continued Uſe. 
—One of the Firſt good Effects of which 
will certainly be your conſtant Attendance (at 
leaſt weekly) on PuBL1ic Orpinances 
—and eſpecially the Sa RAM EN, for you 
will eafily perceive that many of the Thoughts 
bere ſuggeſted will have a Tendency both to 
convince you of the Importance of ſuch Inſti- 
tutions, and to prepare you for an [mprovement 
of them, agreeable to the great Purpoſes 
deſigned in their Appointment. 
* I0o conclude — Theſe are 
— Conclu- plain, but ſerious, and 1 hope 
3 - ſuitable Advices, which an un- 
feigned Lovs to you, and affe#ionate Deſire 
of your Welfare, have ſuggeſted, I recom- 
mend them to your ATTENTIVE and RE- 
PEATED Peruſal, hoping they may engage 
ſome particular Regard, as coming from the 
Hand of a Pris1cian —a Conſideration, 


„ This LETTEx is given away at the Northampton 
Infirmary (and at ſeveral others) to all the Out as well 
as In- Patients, on their Admiſſion, by the Chairman, 
who ſtrictly injoins them to make a proper uſe of it; not 
only while they continue Patients, but ſo — it ſhall 
pleaſe God to ſpare their Lives after they are diſcharg'd: 


me- 
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methinks, which ſhould at leaſt affect thoſe 
Patients who are under my perſonal Care, 
At the ſame time, I recommend you to the 
Divine Blefling—heartily wiſhing your Reco- 
1 very from your IIIneſs, if it be the Will of 
aan all- wiſe and gracious GOD—and (howe- 
ver that may be) a religious Improvement of 
theſe ** comparatively light Afflictions, which 
are but for a Moment, that they may work 
* out for you a far more exceeding and eter- 
** nal Weight of Glory.” 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
To have contributed in any Degree to fo 
excellent an End, will be a great Satisfaction 
to one, who tenderly commiſerates your Ca- 
lamity, and who (regarding you as a Partakey 
of the /ame human Nature, and Chriſtian 
Profeſſion) cannot but earneſtly deſire to ap- 
2 prove himſelf, in every Office of Humanity 
| and Charity, ; | 
= Dur fincere Well-wiſher, 
; 5 JAMES STONHOUSE, 


2 - Nertbampton, 
F 7 uly 9. 1748. 
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* 
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The Whole reviewd and /i fumm '2 
up in a PRAYER. or 


Submiſſion and Ternal and Ever - bleſſed 
Confefron- God, I adore thee as the 
wiſe and gracious Governor of all thy Crea- 
tures, and the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all E- 
vents — I acknowledge thine Hand in the Af- 
fliction under which I now labour, and I own 
thy Juice in 1t :—and I confeſs, that my Sins 
have been ſo many, and fo great, that thou 
puniſbeſt me much leſs than mine Iniquities hade 
deſerved * — I hope likewiſe, in thy fatherly. 
Goodneſs, that thou intendeſt my Reforma- 
tion, and final Happineſs, by theſe Chaſtenings, 
— and humbly pray, that though they be not 
for the preſent joyous, but grievous, they may here- 
after yield the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs *, 
r I bleſs thee, O Lord, for the 
"Sig: many Mercies, that jingle them- 
ſelves with the Bitterneſs and Nin of this 


Affliction ; and particularly bleſs thee, tba | 


now, by thy good Providence, I am brought. 
into this IN FIR MAR Y—Adored. be thy 
Goodneſs, O thou great Author of univerſal 
Love, that thou haſt put it into the Power, 
and into the Hearts, of our kind and com- 
paſſionate BENEFAcToRs, to provide ſuch 
Places of Reception for Perſons in my Circum- 
ſtances — 1 heartily pray, that thy Bleſſing 

« Ezra ix. 13. _ © Heb, xii. 11. 
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may attend boſe of them that are yet within 


the Reach of Prayer, and the Poſterity of 


ſuch Friends to Mankind — and I rejoice in, 
and thank thee for, all the Accommodations, 
Refreſhment, Comfort, and Help, which J, 
or any other, have received, or do or may re- 
ceive, from ſuch charitable Foundations as theſe, 
FRI x I pray likewiſe, that thou wilt 

be pleagd to viſit this Ix IR- 
MARY with thy Bleſſing, to direct and proſ- 
per the Endeavours of A L L who are attempting 
to do Good here, and to give unto me, and 
all others, in ſuch calamitous Circumſtances 


as myſelf, Wiſdom and Grace to improve the 


afflicting Stroke of the Rod, and all the Mer- 


cies of thy Providence to us. 


Grant, O Lord, that I may 
. ſearch and try my Ways, and 
of Sickneſs, turn again unto thee — May I 
improve the Leiſure of ſuch a 
State as this to examine my own Heart ; and 
may I be led to form a right Judgment of 
myſelf! —— If I am yet an unconverted 
Sinner, diſcover to me, I beſeech thee, my 
Danger, and my Miſery; and give me, by 
thy renewing Spirit, an unfeigned Repentance 
towards God, and a TRUE FaiTH in Chriſt, 
that I may turn from every Sin, and devote 
myſelf for ever to thy Service—If I am al- 
ready in a State of Acceptance with thee, 
ſtrengthen, I beſeech thee, all my Graces 


more and more, and ſubdue all the Remaind- 


2 ers 


(39 Wa 
ers of Sin in my Heart; and particularly 
teach me Righteouſneſs by thoſe things which 
I now ſuffer, | b 

Grant that the Advantages I 
Prayer for here enjoy, may be wiſely and 
rk . religiouſiy improved! —May I 
vantages. be thankful for Inſtruction from 
thy Word, and other uſeful 
Books, from the Labours of thy Miniſters, 
whether in Prayer or Preaching, or Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament—May I thankfully 
receive their Admonitions, may I beartily join 
in their Petitions, and may I devoutly remem- 
ber my Saviour's Death! May all the Sights 
of Sorrow and Diſtreſs with which I am here 
ſurrounded, lead me to reflect on the Evil of 
Sin, and on the Love of Chriſt, manifeſted in 
that Agony and Miſery he endured for my 
Sake! May they engage me to flee from the 
Wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal 
Life—And grant, I beſeech thee, that if I 
have any Opportunity of doing Good here, or 
of being helpful to others in their temporal or 
ſpiritual Intereſts, I may embrace them with 
Readineſs, and with Thankfulnefs, 
3 And erg Lord, I deſire to 
rayer jor @ lay myſelf, with all poſſible Hu- 
"es oy mM miliation, at thy Foe, beſeech- 
ing thee, if it be thy heavenly 
Will (for without thy Concurrence, vain id 
the Skill of the ableſt Phyſician) to bleſs the 
Means employed for my Recovery, and to 
f Luke iii. 7, : 
E 2 reſtore 


5 E 

reſtore me to Health, Comfort, * Uſeful- 
nels, again, 

But if thou ſeeſt . in thine 
2 unerring Wiſdom, to deny that 

Bleſſing, Inv WIILI BE 

pone'!— I am thine ; made by thy Hand; 
cvoted to thee in my Baptiſm ,—redeemed 
by thy Son's Blood; — “ do what thou will 
** with ibine own” Matth. 18. 
Fe Support me under the moſt 
— "nd incurable - Evils thou axe 

appoint for me in Life; pre- 
are me for the awful and 57 
Jour of Death; and if it be thy Sovereign 
Pleaſure that I die ate, deliver me not, I 
beſcech thee, into the Pangs of the * Second 
Death ; but receive my Spirit into thy mer- 
_ ciful Hands, and conduct me to thy heavenly 
Pr-fence ; where all the Afflictions of Lite 
mall ceaſe, and no Remembrance of them re- 
main, but what ſhall increaſe the Happincſs 
of thy People, and awaken Songs of ever- 
laſting Gratitude and Joy for the kind Pur- 
poſes that were anſwered. by them ! Grant this, 
I beſeech thee, Gracious God, and whatever 
elſe thou ſeeſt neceſſary or expedient for me, 
for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, into 
whoſe Hands I defire daily to commit my 
Spirit: And to whom, with thyſelf, and the 
Holy. Ghoſt, I would aſcribe everlaſting 
Praiſcs. Auen, Amen. 


3 Rev. xxi. 8. 


SUP- 


(41) | 
SUPPLEMENT. 


6 OnptscenDd to Men or Low Es-. 
6 TATE,” is a Precept our great MAs- 
TER, the Lord Jeſus, has taught us, by bis 
own Example, as well as by his Apoſtle, Rom. 
xii. 16. And as I have endeavoured to act 
upon this humane Principle in the Strain and 
Manner of what I have written in the pre- 
ceeding LETTER, ſo I would, in further 
Conformity to it, bere attempt to SUPPLY. 
the Poor and Unlearned with a Set of plain and 
comprehenſive PR A YE Rs ;—and to add ſome 
DirEecCT10Ns for the daily Conduct of a RE AL 
Chriſtian's Life; more familiar, and more 
minute, than might be neceſſary for Perſons of 
BIGHER Rank and Education, 

Yet I hope the Subſtance of this Advice 
may be uſeful to mam others —and | perſuade 
myſelf, no wiſe Reader will deſpiſe what is 
Matter of #niver/al Concern, becauſe it is 
ticularly calculated for the Uſe of thoſe * | 
may, in many reſpects, . be inferior to, them- 
ſclves. 

PRAYER is indeed fo generally acknow- 
ledged, by all that- profeſs any Regard to 
Religion, to be a neceſſary and eſſential Part 
of it, that I am ſolicitous, leſt any one (be his 
Station or Capacity ever ſo mean) ſhould 
be deſtitute of proper Aſſiſtance for the Per- 

E 3 formance 
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formance of it. — That many ſtand. in need 
of Fo us for this Purpose is 3 is plain beyond all 
reaſonable Objection But I don't pretend to 
confine any one to THESE, leaving every Reader 


to judge for Himſclf, how far THESE Or ANY 


of the Directions that attend them, may be 
neceſſary and uſeful to Him. 

And I could wiſh, as the ABRIDGEMENT 
[Sce page 67, and 69,] of the Forms is fo 
Hort, and as all the material Branches of Prayer 
is included in thoſe Forms, and mentioned in 
the Margin, that Parents would teach them 
to their Children; and that. grown Perſons, 
who cannot read (eſpecially Patients in an Ix- 
FIRMARY) Wight, by ſome charitable Friend, 
be taught to repeat them by Heart; which 
may to the 7 eachers, as well as the Learners, 
be a very profitable Exerciſe, during their 
Confinement, if their Illneſs be not extreme. 
And it is to be hoped that ſuch who are 
Heads of Families (if they have any Regard 
to their own eternal 1 and that of 


tteir Domeſtics) will not fail to pray with 


them Morning and Evening; and that they, 
who have learned to pray in the IN PIR“ 
MARY, will be careful to praclice that happy 
Art at home, with thoſe whom God has com- 
mitred to their Care, as well as in their own 
Retire ments. 

It is of ſmall Importance to us what ſuch or 
ſuch a Man does, or ſays — or what Notions 


Wo World may entertain of outſide Appear- 


ances 
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ances — Is Tu GOSPEL TRUE? —If it be 
(as it ſurely is) then the ill Lives, Negligen- 
ces, or Ignorances of others will be no Ex- 
cuſe for our Diſobedience — any more than 
the Extravagancy of another in ſpending the 
Means of his Subliſtence, would be.a Relief to 
45, if we had been fo indiſcreet as to ſpend ours. 
The too general Diſuſe therefore of FA Mi- 
LY PRAYER cannot afford even the Jeaſt ha- 
dow of a Pretence to countenance our Neg- 
le& of it. Conſult the Scriptures, and emu- 
late the Heroic Reſolution of the Brave Foſhua, 
when He faid, even upon the Suppoſition of 
his being deſcrted by the whole Nation, 
« As for mx, and mv Houſe, we will ſerve 
* the Lord.” Joſh. xxiv. 15. | 
This now ought to be the fincere Reſolution, 
and conſtant Practice, of every Chriſtian Ma- 
ſter or Miſtreſs of a Family — without this 
none can REASONABLY expect to have duti- 
ful Children [or faitbful Servants] — nor 
JuSTLY hope to have God's Bleſſing in this 
World, or his complete Salvation in the World 
to come, | 
Where the Circumſtances of a Family will; 
by any means, conveniently admit it, I hope 
ſome time will be taken for Morning, as well 
as for Evening Prayer, Conſidering (as the 
„ emincutly good Bilhop of M an * very juſtly 
b The Biſhop of Man's Knowledge” and Practice of 
Chriſtianity made eafy to the meaneſt Capacities, Page 
234. Sixth Edition. 1 1 
0c urges 


eee 

« urges) the many evil Conſequences of go- 
ing without God into a World full of 
„ Temptations and Dangers, which of our- 
< ſelves we can neither foreſee, nor eſcape.” 
—and which, as they will ſhew the great 
Raſhneſs and Folly of venturing abroad with- 
out praying for Grace, GuiDance, Pro- 
TECT1ON, and BLESSING, fo they will afford 
a very ſtrong Argument for UNITING our 
Petitions for it, if Providence gives us an 
Opportunity. 

It remains to be obſerved alſo (in 1 to 
render the Influence of Family Prayer more 
laſting and extenſive) that were all the Mem- 
bers of every Family frequently and ſeriouſly 
to recollect, that they are daily to join toge- 
ther in the ſolemn Worſhip of the living God, 
and to beg for each other the Fulneſs of all 
heavenly Bleſſings, the previous Expectation 
of being ſo engaged would help to prevent 
bitter Words, to ſuppreſs all Inſtances of Un- 
kindneſs ; and to unite their Hearts in Love, 
that their Prayers be not hindered, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 

Vet there is one Thing I muſt inculcate as 
a Caution of the higheſt Neceſſity, which I 
would now give, once for all; viz, © That 
« I am far from placing the. Whole of 
& Religion in PRaving”—lI deſire it may be 
always conſidered as an excellent MEANS 
of obtaining an END, yet more noble and 
valuable than itſel For the chief Deſign of 
PrAYER is, that we may procure the Grace 


of 
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of God—to ſubdue our corrupt Affections 
—and to enable us to live in this evil World, 


ſoberly as to ourſclves ;—rightevuſly as to our 
Neighbour;—and godly as to our Heavenly 
Father.—If it produces not theſe Effects, it 
is only a Lip- Labour; a Tree without Fruit; 


a ſpecious SELF-DECEIT, 


_—_— — 
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Some DIRECTIONS relating to Dail 
DEVvOT TON. & 


JF the Severity of your Diſorder ſhould keep you 

awake in the Night, I hope you would en- 
deavour to ſooth your Anguiſh, and beguile the 
tedious, or rather improve the important Hours, 
by following the Preſcription which the divine 
Phyſician for all our fpiritual Maladies has © fent 
us by the Hand of bis Servant; viz, ©* Pray 
without ceaſing.” (1 Theſſ. v. 17.) /ike 
David remembring your God upon your Bed, 
Plalm Ixin, 6. 

If you are bleſſed with Sleep, as ſoon as bun 
awake, be careful to raiſe your Thoughts to GOD, 


It is a ſtanding Regulation, in the Orders of a// the 
Infirmaries, that every Patient (unleſs ordered to the 
- Contrary by the Phyſician) ſhall riſe at Seven in the 
Summer, and at Eight in the Winter—l cannot but 
hope, that Perſons in healthy Circumſtances will bluſh 
to indulge their Slath, and loſe their Time in Indolence, 
even when their awvea# and cy Neighbours have left 
their Beds, and are employ'd in Devotion, 


and 
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and thankfully acknowledge bis Goodneſs with all 


poſſible Affection, which you may do in ſuch 


Words as theſe. 


Glory be to thee, O Lord, for watching 
over me during the defenceleſs Hours of Sleep; 
and awakening me in any Capacity for thy 
Service k. | | 

| After 


e A State of Thankfulneſs is much to be defired and 
cultivated——as ſuch a State is the mof? pleafing to Al- 
mighty God, the moſt ornamental to our Holy Religion, 
and the mot comfortable to ourſelves—In order therefore 


to beget and ſupport this moſt amiable and delightful Tem- 


per, 1 would adviſe you juſt to read over (cither before 
or after your Devotions) the following CONSIDERA- 


TIONS—and mvst upon them a little, when your Time 


permits——always remembring, that if you find your 
Heart in a 7 Frame for religious Meditation, even that 
is juſt Matter of cheering Reflection, and grateful Praiſe, 
1. Cons1ÞDERATIONS relating to the oft 
ire; 


Preſervation from the Dangers of the Night, as 


—— Tempeſts—Robbery—Murder — pernicious Dreams, 
by which ſome have been terrified to Diſtraction, and 
in which others have even deſtroyed themſelves, 
Refreſhment of Sleep—or comfortable Supports from 
God, amidſt re#/e/s Nights, in the Bed of Languiſhing. 
How many have ſpent the Night in Priſons How 
many in exce//ive Pain of Body, or inexprefible Anguiſh 
of Mind, weary of their Beds, and their Lives. ELD 
2. Cons1lDERATIoONs relating to the future. 
The Proſpect of ſpending another Day in Peace; and the 
Hope of more effectually ſecuring the Favour of God, an 


Intereſt in Chriſt, and a happy Immortality, for which 


you are flill a Probationer— W hereas many were ſummon- 
ed laſt Night, ſrom their Bodies, to appear before God. 
3. Cox s D ERATTONs relating to the preſent. 


Chearfulneſs of the Light; or Contrivance of Candles to 


ſupply 


_ 71 

After this Ejaculation quit your Bed imme- 
diately; for the Pillow is a treacherous Counſel- 
lor, and Time ts too precious io be loſs in an 
unneceſſary Indulgence, which may, in many 
Circumſtances, be more criminal than mosT 
People are aware. —Let me therefore prevail on 
all the healthy Part o r my Readers to rife 
early“; for if they cannot comply with ſo ſmall 
an Inſtance of Self-Denial, How can others, whic 
may be more difficult, be expected. 58 

WHILE you are dreſſing, keep out all world- 
ly Thoughts as much as poſſible : and endeavour 10 
direct your Mind to ſuch Heads of Religious 
Contemplation, as may ſuit your preſent Temper 
and Circumſtances, eſpecially to the following 


ſupply its Abſence—All manner of comfortable Conve- 
niencies, at leaſt ** Food and Raiment, (and the Nece/- 
% /aries of Life) wherewith you ſhould learn of the 
„ Apoſtle to be content,” 1 Tim. vi. 1. _— 
The Pleaſure of returning again to the dear Society 
of your Relations, or intimate Friends. 

b As it is evident that Tawo Hours ſaved every Day 
from «unneceſſary Sleep for Forty Years, is the ſame with 
Four ſo ſaved for Twenty, or Eight for Ten Years, it 

will appear, without any 2 Calculation, that 
He, who for Forty Vears riſes (ſuppoſing Him to go to Bed 
at the ſame Times he otherwiſe would) at SIX inſtead of 

EIGHT in the Morning, does in effect add (a weigh 
Confideration!) TEN YEARS to his Life — of which 
Two Hours may every Day be ſpent in improving his 
Mind in KnowLEDpGs and RELIOCION. For w 
Perſons have a Command of their T1Mt, (which is the 
Caſe here ſuppoſed) theſe Tas Hours of the Day may 
generally be given to /uch Improvements without the 
leaf Interr uption. ; | 

_ „ Su 


/ 


(43) 
Subjefts, which at all Times are edifying, but 
are peculiarly proper before our Devotions. 

That you may confeſs your Tranſgreſſions with 
deep Humiliation, and pray with Reverence 
4 odly Fear, meditate upon the unſpeak- 
able Glory of the great GOD, and your own 
exceeding Sinfulneſs. 

That your weak Faith may be ftrengthew'd ; 
meditate on the BLooD of Chriſt, whichs Was ſhed 
to obtain all heavenly Bl:ſſmgs for us—and on bis 
powerful INT ERCESSION, (See Iſaiah liii. 12.) 

CL his Fathers Right Hand, in our Behalf. 
Call to mind at the Jame Time ſome of thoſe 
Precious PROMISES * which God (See Numb. 
xxiii. 19.) has given to encourage our Prayers 
and eſtabliſh our Faith. 

And your Meditations on theſe intereſting 

Points may be much affiſted by committing to Me 

mory a few devout Hymns; one, or ther, of which 

- you may repeat while you are putting on, or pulling 

off, your Cloath5— and they will ſerve, as a profit- 
able Amuſement, when you awake in the Night. 

That none therefore of the pooreſt of my Readers 
may be unfurniſhed with Helps. of this Kind, I 
tave here fubjoined a Morning, Evening, and 
Midnight H Y M N ;—to which is added, one 

for the Sick, more immediately calculated for Per- 
ſons in ſuch affiitive Circumſtances than is uſually 
to be met with in printed Collectiuns. 

1 Some of theſe PROMISES you may meet with in 


2 following Scriptures, wiz. Plalm l. 15. Matt. xxi 
— xvi. 23 ,—[See Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16.] ga 
The 
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The Morning HY MN. 
(From an anonymous Author.) | 


« | 
Lift my Heart to Thee, 
O DAY-STAR = from on High ! * 
The Sun itſelf is but TH Y Shade, 
Yet chears both _— and Sky. 
Oh! let THY riſing Beams 
The Night of Sin diſperſe! wt 
The Miſts of Error and of Vice, T 
Which ſhade the Univerſe! 1 
III. N i 
How beauteous Nature now! 
How dark and ſad before 
With Joy I view the pleaſing Change, 
And Nature's G 1 — adore. 
Oh! —— gloomy Crime " 
Pollute th'advancing Day | 
Or FESU's BLOOD, like Ev'ning Dew, 
Wath all the Stains away. 
NE V. 
May I this Life improve, 
Lament my Errors paſt; 
And live with Care the preſent Day. 
Perhaps! it is my 14ſt. 


« 2 Pet. i. 9. ' Lake i. 78. 


6” TM). 
An Evening HY MN. 
f (Never before printed.) 
J. 
Se God, to whom my Thanks belong, 


The Ev'ning Shades invite my Song; 
Ten Thouſand Favours croud my Days, 


* Ten T houſand Favours claim my Praiſe. 


Tho? various Anguiſh wounds my Breaſh, | 
 O'erwhelm'd with Guilt, with Fear oppreſt: 
"Low at thy awful Throne Tl bend, 

My. God, my ir my F riend. 


Theſe lovely Names I ne'er cou'd plead, 
If FESUS had not deign'd to bleed. 

Oh! waſh me in my Saviour's Blood, 
That Sacred e 1 Flood! 
Not Gilead's Balm SUCH Eaſe can give; 
Or prove, like THAT), reſtorative: 

To the poor Soul, tis more than Wealth, 
To the pain'd Body 14 than Health. 


May I, in ſafe and ſweet Repoſe, 
With Heav'nly Thoughts my Eye-lids. cloſe, 


2 Alluding to thoſe Words, That he might SANC. 
« 'TIFY the People with his own Blood.“ Heb. xiii. 12. 

d It may be needful, for the Information of the Un- 
learned, juſt to obſerve, that the Balu of Gilead is 
mentiond in Scripture as a very powerful Medicine. 
Jerem. viii. 22. 


Nor 


n 
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Nor fear the Darkneſs of the Night! . 


let FESUS< ſmile, and ALL is LIGHT. 


N. B. This Midnight HYMN i intended for Per- 


fons in Health—The recovering Patient may com- 
mit it do Memory while in the INFIRMARY, as 


it may be uſeful in all the Remainder of Life. . 


But during Sickneſs the HY MN that follows it i- 


A Midnight HYMN. 


[Mt of the Lines in this Hy M x, with 4 little 
T ranſpoſition, are borrew'd fram a late cele- 
brated Writer. , SP 

| K 


O Thee, All-glorious, Ever- bleſſed Power, | 


I conſecrate this folemn Midnight Hour, 
While Darkneſs robes in Shades the ſpangl'd Sky, 
And all Things huſh'd in peaceful Slumbers lie 
Unweary'd, let ME praiſe thy Holy Name; 
Each Thought with riſing Gratitude inflame 
For the rich Mercies which TH Hands impart, 
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Health to my Limbs, _ Comfort to my Heart. | | 


=_ Should the Scene change, and Pain extort my 


Sighs, ; 
Then SEE my Fears, and LISTEN to my * Cries: 
© A /niling Aſpect is ſometimes expreſs'd in Scrip;ure 
by the Phraſe of Prin up the Light of the — 
(P/alm iv. 7.—Xliv. 3.— Prov. xvi. 15.— Job. xxix. 24.) 
which plainly ſignifies the Manifeſtation of Favor 


and when applied to CHRIST muſt expreſs his giving 


us a comfortable Senſe of our Intereſt in his Saving 
Benefits. 

d « Open, Lord, thine Eyes, and sEz; Loxp, Bow 
down thine Ear, and Hear.” 2 Kings xix. 16, 
: E Pſalm. C11. l, 
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Then let my Soul by ſonie bleſt Foretaſte know 
Her ſure Deliv'rance from eternal Woe. 
Arm'd with ſo bright a Hope, no more Tll fear 
To view the dreadful Hour of Death draw near : 
But my FAITH ſtrength'ning, as my LIFE 
decays, 
„ My dying Breath ſhall —_— to Heav'n in Praiſe. , 
Oh! may my PRAY'RS befor thy Thrane ariſe 
An humble, but accepted Sacrifice! 
Bid kindly Sleep my weary Eye-lids cloſe, 
And cheap my Body with a ſoft Repoſe. 
Their Downy Wings may Guardian“ Angels 
ſpread, 
3 And from ALL Dangers ſcreen my helpleſs Head; 
"May of thy gracious LIGHT ſome pow'rful 
Beams - 
Shine on *my Soul;—and . my 
Dreams. 


FI 


f Heb. i. 14. 8 > Cor. i iv. 4, 6. 
t IJ fluence my Dreams; at leaſt ſo far as to drive 
way all Terror from them, that I may ſleep andifturb- 
u sSee Job vii. 14. Thus I chuſe to. qualify the 
Phraſe, Sanctiſy my Dreams, which I find in my Au- 
.thor—tho* a Sentiment very agreeable to that of the 
celebrated Biſhop Bull, (to whom I refer the Curious) 
in his Sermons and Diſcourſes, Vol. 2. Page 489, 490; 
' —and which ſeems to be favour'd by Job xxxii. 15, 16 
' =— [| am, however, aware, that theſe Texts may ad- 
mit of a different Interpretation. 
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An Rr for the SICK. 


» > 


, (Never before prin) | 


I. 
A Eighty God, to thee I'll ralls 
A conſtant Sacrifice of Praiſe: 
Thy watchful Eye protects my Bed, 
Thy Sov'reign Arm * my Head, 


My Couch no longer hears my 8 N 

For MER CY ſtills the riſing Groan zj: 

And tho' returning Pains inv ade. 42 
Pl humbly hope for 2 Alth. ....... x: +40 ons 


To all the various Helps of A RT 

Thy Healing Energy impart : 

Betbeſdo $* Pool refus'd to fave, 

Till a kind Angel 3 the Wave. Sag 
14 1.) 

But grant me nobler Favours till, i 

Grant me to #ngw and do thy Will: 

Purge my foul Sdul front ev'ry Stain, 

And fave me from —_ Pain. 

Pl truft my Great Phyſician's Skill, 

What H E preſcribes, can ne'er be ill: 

Sickneſs and Pain: ſhall both agree 

To bring me nearef, Lord, to- IH EE. 


E N your are dreſed, offer up (before 
30u venture to engage in any worldly Buineſs ) 


i e v. 20. . _ v. + a * 
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the following Prayer, (or ſome others to the like 
Purpoſe,) on your bended Kiiees=—confidering 
coell before whom you kneel—Or, if Kneeling 
CANNOT immediately be complied with—then 
pray as you ſtand, as you fit, as you walk [as you 
ride] [or even as you work] for let your Affairs be 
what they will, or ever ſo urgent, Prayer in ſome * 
manner, (at leaft the Ejaculatory Kind) is indiſpen- 
fibly required of you; becauſe abſolutely needful for 
you—God Almighty regardeth not the Poſture, but 
the Heart—Only be . 40. in your Utterance, and 
earneſt in your Aﬀettions—make a Stop at the 
End of every Petition, that you may ponder upon 
the ineftimable Worth of the Bleſſing you implore 
that it may be the Defire of your SOUL, as 
well as the Requeſt of your Tox 6Ut— And may 
the God of all Goodneſs, without whom you are 
unable to think à good Thought, ©** Pour upon 
you the Spirit of Grace and Supplication!“ 
ZECHAR, xii. 10. 


A Praver for the Morning. 


(Partly extracted from Jen ks's Devotions.) 


N. B. When this is uſed as a Family Prayer, Read 
We 7nſtead of I, our for My, Us for Me, &c. 


Confeſſion, Nfinite and eternal God, Thou 
. art glorious in Holineſs; and 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity.— 


2 Cor. iti, 85. Nehem. ii. 4. a remarkale 
Inſtance of mental or filent Prayer. - 


. How 
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How then—Oh! how ſhall I approach thee; 
who am but a ſinful Worm, railed from the 
Duſt, and juſtly doom'd ſhortly to return to 
it“ I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and conceived in 
&* Sin”*,—My actual Offences are multiplied 
beyond meaſure, and aggravated beyond Ex- 
preſſion ; and if THou ͤſhouldſt enter into 
udgment with me, I could not anſtuer ibee 
* one of a Thouſand'“ O God of Heaven, 
make me deeply, /a/tingly, ſenſible of my guil- 
ty, my undone Condition! 
Petition for But thou, Lord, art patient, 
Bandon: long-ſuffering, and abundant .in . 
Goodneſs, keeping Mercy for 
Thouſands, and pardoning Iniquity, through 
the ATONEMENT of thy bleeding Son, 
which his Goſpel has encourag*d ma to PLEAD 
For RIS Sake, O heavenly Father, blot 
out ALL my Tranſgreſſions, and let me be 
accepted in Chriſt Jeſus“ — May I feel the 
liveleſs Impreſſions of Love and Gratitude, 
for what He has done and ſuffered—He has 
repair'd ? the Honours of thy Law, which 
I have broken Lord, conſider his meritorious 
OBEDIENCE Lord, remember his bitter 
Aconies;—Lord, confirm my FaiTH in his 
prevailing InTERCEs510Nn *—For RIS Sake, 


m Pſalm li. 75. n Job ix. 3. » Eph. i. 6. 

P Rom. iii. 25, 26. 4 * Ht is able to ſave ibem to 
* the uttermoſt that come unto God by nin, ſeeing He 
ever liveth to make INTERCESS10N for them.” Heb. 


0 


vii. 25. 1 = 


n 
BE © {403 
. Oy God, for nis Sake, Be gracious unto thy 
Servant—and work “* in me a well. grounded, 
comfortable Perſuaſion, that my Sins are 
<< forgiven,” Ons 
| But with thy PAR DON, O Lord, 
grant me that Sa N TIF IAT I“ 
ox, which is equally neceſſary for my Hap- 
pineſs Lord, thou knoweſt the Temptations, 
to which I am hourly expoſed! May I never 
walk careleſly amidſt ſo many Dangers !|—My. 
moſt ſecret Thoughts and Actions are open to 
thy Sight—May I ever conduct myſelt ** as 


For Grace. 


= *. beholding Rim who is inviſible,” Make 


me continually mindful of the Corruption of 
my Narture—Senfſible of my Dependance on 
thy Help—In Proſperity nafeignedly thank- 
ful—In Adverſity cheerfully reſigned Let 
thy Worp [particularly the Text I have 
choſen for this Day's | Meditation, ] abide in 
my Memory, and thy Srpixir dwell in my 
Heart; that I may reſiſt ſtedfaſt in FaiTH 
all Sins which war againſt my Soul, (eſpeci- 
ally thoſe which moſt eaftly beſet me:) and 
not only be upright in 29 W HOLE Con- 
verſation, but pure even in ALL my 


Deſires. | 

| | Enable me, Lon b or Pow- 

For Bling xm and Love, this Day, with 

d. D. Cheerfulneſs to diſpatch the Bu- 
| ſineſs, and with Fidelity to dil- 

charge the Duties of hat Station in which by 


r Matt · ix. 2. Rom. viii. 11. 11,,-2 Cor. vi. 26. 
Phil. ii. 13. + See Page 80. 


PRo- 
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PROVI DEN has placed me——Defend ue 
from all evil Accidents - Amidſt the Fragte | 
ing Affairs of this momentary Life, Oh let 
me never forget the one Thing needfol— 
Do thou, who foreſceſt every Event, de- 
termine ) Circumſtances, not to gratify 
my own irregular Deſires, but to advance thy 
Glory—Be Tr1s the principal Aim of ALL 
my Actions —580 may I have my Conver- 

- ſation in Heaven; even while J ſojourn on 
Earth! / > a 

Be merciful to al Conditions 

of Men—Reform the ungod- 
ly—Regard the Requeſts made for our King 

and Nation Inſtruct the ignorant---Strengthen 
the tempted Comfort the diſtreſsd Protect 
the Wadows and Fatherleſs.— Forgive mine 
Enemies Pour down the choiceſt of thy 
Bleſſings upon y ¶ Benefactors] Relations and 
Friends —eſpecially thoſe who pray for me, or 
deſire my Prayers for them Grant to 2 
—Grant to all my Fellow- creatures, whatſo- 
ever HO ſeeſt needful for the Welfare of 
our Bop1es, as well as for the Salvation of our 
SouLs; till, through the Multitude of thy 
Mercies, and the Merits of thy Son, we 
are conducted ſafe to ** that everlaſting ResT, 
* which remaineth for the People of Gd.“ 
Thankforvin I thank thee, Thou Giver of 
Read a all Good, with my whoie Heart, 

_ the Nte8p.47, I thank Thee for the vom 

thou 


| Interceſfion. 


* Heb. iv. 9. 


5 (30) | 
thou haft given me, now to call upon thee—for 
the Safety [and Refreſhment] of the Night 
paſt—and for the manifold Inſtances of thy 
 Loving-kindneſs;—but above all for the Re. 
-demption of the World, by thy Son, our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thro' Him I ſcek the 
 Continuance of thy Care and thy Love; —and 
thro! Him I deſire to praiſe and to pleaſe 
Thee to All Eternity. | 

In His prevailing NAME, and comprebenſive 
WorDps, I earneſtly recommend to thy 
 never-failing Compaſſion all my own and all 
my Fellow-Chriſtians Wants, 


UR Father, which art in Heaven ;— 
-Hallowed be thy Name.—Thy King- 
dom come.— Thy Will be done in Parth, As 
tis in Heaven, —Give us this Day our daily 
Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, As 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us.— 
And lead us not into Temptation; But deli- 
ver us from Evil.— For thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 
' | Never finiſh your Devotions without thoſe moſt 
important Words of the Apoſtle, «which contain a 
Summary of ALL the ineſtimable Bleſſings 
you have been imploring; and of ALL that 
- * conſtitutes the Happineſs of a Chriſtian. 
| 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 8 
May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, —and the Com- 
munion 


6850 
munion of the Haß Ghoſt,—be with m2 + 
ſor us] this Day [or Night], and for eyer- 


more! Amen. | 

When you ariſe from your Knees, be very thank- 
ful that God has allowed you the Privilege of 
Prayer, and inclined you to. make uſe. of i. 
Reflect ſeriouſly. on the TEMPER, in 
which you preſented your Adareſſes at the- 
Throne of Divine Mercy—Remember you are 
to live ſutably to your Prayers Jou ought 
therefore often in the Day to recollect your Morn- 
ing Devotions; and occaſionally. dart up (even 
amidf your various Empliyments) to the all- 
gracious BEING, ſome or other of thoſe Petitions 
then offered. 

Theſe Rules (and. indeed any other, if ever * 
ſhort) may ſeem BUR THENSOME 70 theſe, whoſe 
Hearts are averſe to Religion; but will be eaſily 
practicable, if you. once attain à Reliſh for it;. 
your Conſcience will then tell you 1 have recom- 
mended no more than what your Neceſſities, your 
Duty and Gratitude require. Bui the GR AND 
Direction, (without which all the others will be 
imeffeftual) is TO REDEEM TIME, Epbeſ. v 
16.—-A1nd-nERrs for your Aſſiſtance and 
ſt rity ask yourſelves ſeriouſly every Morning, endo ou 
7 will ſoon find the Advantages of ſuch a Cuſtom: 

1. What Buſineſs is to be done, and in 
4 Wl what Order? | 

2. What Opportunities can this Day be. 
contrix'd for doing God to others, or re- 
ceiving any r from them. 


3. Wbat 


166) 

3. What Temptations you are likely to 

meet with, and in what Inſtances you have 
lately fail'd? 

- When the Time for EvenincG Prayer ap. 
proaches, be particularly watchful againſt Drowli- 
neſs Do not go to your Knees, or betake yourſelves 
to God haſtily or rudely—Allot ſome little Time 
for ſuch Recollection as I recommendedin the Mok x- 
ING [Page 48, 54] remembring always, Ibat in- 
attentive, lifeleſs Prayer is an Abomination to 
the Moſt High; is a Mockery of the Divine Ma- 
Jeſty, rather than an acceptable Service. — Endea- 
| our therefore to have your Heart affected with an 
adoring Senſe of God's moſt glorious Excellency, 
[See Page 48] and with an humbling Con- 
viclion of your own * Vileneſs (Job xl. 4.) and 


No one, I hope, will think this Expreſſion harſh, 
or the NOTE, which follows, /evere — But if there 
ſhould be an Appearance of Severity, I muſt aſſure the- 
Reader, that ſuch Paſſages, where-ever they occur, are 
extorted by the moſt compaſſionate and zealous Concern 
for his Eternal Welfare Would it not be greater 
Cruelty to. conceal the deplorable Miſery of your ſpiri- 
tual Condition, than to forbear the Uſe of a need/ul 
Remedy, becauſe it may be /oath/ſome to the Taſte ? Or 
to neglect a neceſſary Inciſion, becauſe it may be pain- 
ful to the Fleſh ? I muſt remind you therefore, that 
an inſpired Writer ſpeaks not of THISor THAT 
notorious Sinner, but of EVERY Man, as in the Sight 
of GOD © VILE AND ABOMINABLE, DRINKING UP 
« IntquiTY LIE R Ware.” Fob xv. 16, And to 
make ren yea of this, with which the Genera- 
lity of Mankind ſeem /o uery little affected, I muſt in- 
treat you, that you would imagine yourſelf 2 BY 
N Nu 
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many heinous Aggravations which have attended 
your Tranſgreſſions againſt bim; and particularly 

8 : the 


Name into the Preſence of our GREAT JUDGE _- 

—Suppoſe that you ſaw him feated upon his Tribunal 

in al the Pomp, Majeſty, and Terror, in which HE 

will be manifeſted at the LasT and Decizive 

Da v—Imagine, that while all the World was iz Flames 

around you, and the Pit of eternal Deſtruction opened 

its Mouth t fwallow up thoſe miſerable Creatures, 

whom Divine Fuftice ſhould doom to it, God ſhould 

charge home upon you the Guilt of every Sin, that from 

the , Day in which you were capable of an actual 

| Violation of this Law, even to the preſent Moment, 

| you have committed, im every Place, Circumſtance, and 
Relation of Life; and ſhould add to the Account—— 

| ALL the Means of Grace which you have neglected, 

or uſed without Advantage, wiz. attending on Ser- 

mons without Edification — on Sacraments without 

| FAITH aud PENITEN CE — Praying without 
Attention — Confeſſing without Remorſe — Hearing 
the Terrors of the L A W without being alarm'd ; the 

| comfortable Propoſals of the GO SP E L.without em- 

bracing them. — ALL the Gifts and Talents, which 

he entruſted you with, and which you have not duly ' 

improved; or probably perverted into Occaſions of 

b Miſchief — Imagine Him to reckon with you for every 

, forgotten Mercy He has beſtowed upon you, through 

ſo many Years of Proſperity and Comfort with which 

you have been bleſſed ; and for the zeedful Afflictions 

, which, in his fatherly Wiſcom, He has ſeen fit to ap- 

, _ and by which you have not been humbled in a 

coming manner — For every Conviction of your own” 


t 

Conſcience, 2nd Motion of his Spirit, which you have 
l not ſeconded, nay, which you have reſiſted and over- 
P 

0 


born——For ALL the Fanity, Pride, and Liceniiouſneſs . 
of your Thoughts — for all the paſſionate and ſlanderous, 


* 


? ea, „all the idle Words.” (Marr. xt. 36.) which 

4 ve filled up thoſe Hours of Converſation that ſhould; 

f have been avi e and religiouſly employed ;—and all this 
3 G | ; 


* "<= 
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the Sins of the paſt Day — Endeavour to have an 
awakened, ardent Defire of obtaining the Bleſſmgs 
FE, you 


in Compariſon with what He knew you might have been, 
and might have done for his Service, with the Capacities 
and Opportunities which He has given you — in Com- 
pariſon too with the many better Purpoſes you have form- 
ed, and /o/emn Reſolutions and Vows which you have 
made, and broken And THEN let your oaun Heart 
anſwer, whether you would dare to ſtand the Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch an Examination and Account as THIS 
— Or whether all your towering Confidence would not 
be blaſted by the CURSE denounced “ againff 
„ EVERY ONE that continueth not in ALL things, 
% which are written in the Book of the LAW, o 40 
« them,” Galat. iii. 10, 
Call up all theſe awf/ Repreſentations at once — 
and in full View of them all let CONSCIENCE 
anſwer, whether before that Tribunal you would pre- 
ume to ſay, Judge me, O Lord, by my own Virtue 
and Duties, I am the Man who have compleatly 
„ obey'd all thy Commandments.” — Nay, would 
you venture to ſay? - Judge me, O Lord, by the b-/ 
« Month, or Week, or Day, as it appears to thy 
„ ALL-PENETRATING Eye, and ſtand in 
« Compariſon with thy PERFECT Law.” — Or 
would you not much rather chooſe to caſt yourſelf 
(without any Exception for the 5% of your Days or 
Duties) upon the overflowing MERCY of God and 
® See an Example the MERITS of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
(Lieber in the our compaſſionate Redeemer? And if 
Alarning or E- you intend to make THAT your Refvge 
_— _— _ your 2» = A at —— of God, 
Prion) of plead it /olemnly——plead it coutinzal! 
OE — plead it inmediatel) — for God — 
this PLE A may knows, how few the Moments may be 
be made, in which you will have room to plead it, 
before you are called to Judgment. — To that Judg- 


ment, Which will teach the haughtie/? Sinner what a 
| * fear- 


aſt , accompanied with a firm Faith in the, 
Naomi of God, and the rich Merits of Chriſt 
chat you may ſo aſk as to recieve (Matt. vii. 
5.) ſo ſeck as to find; ſo knock, by an earneſt 
believing Importunity, that the Door of Divine 
Bounty may be opened, and that you may be abun- 
dantly ſupplied with all ſpiritual Blaſings. 


APRAYER for the Evening, fo 
(Partly Extrafted from Jenks's Devotions) 


„ 


Zi Lord the great and glo- 
* rious God ! Thou haſt 
created all Things by thy Almighty Power — 
Thou ordereſt all Things by thy wiſe Pro- 


« fearful Thing it is to fall into the Hands of the 
« Living God.“ (Heb. x. 31.)—and compel him to 
cry to the Mountains to fall upon Him, and to the 
« Rocks to cover Him from that far more dreadful 
Sentence, © pEPART from ME ye curſed into Ever- 
« laſting Fire.” f 

I would only add here, in order to prevent Mifaker, 
that this deep Humiliation, and ſolemn Application to 
the Mercy of God, thro' Chriſt, is appointed by nm, 
not merely for 7t/e/f, but on account of the powwerful 
Efficacy, which He, who diſcerns our inmoſt Frame, knew 
it would have to ſubdue the Dominion of Sin in our 
Hearts, and to animate us to the PrRacTice of uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs, aud true Holineſs ; — That Di- 
vine PRINCIPLE, without the fincere Prevalency 
of which “ no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Heb. xii. 
14. — Holineſs the great end of the GOSPEL as 
well as the LAW to produce and advance which 
His Grace has been revealed and imparted to us. 


G 2 | Vidence 1 
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Vidence 3 — Who can expreſs the exceeding 
Goodneſs of the Lord, which is fo conti- 
nually, ſo abundantly, deſcending on ſinful 
Mortals !—-This Day, and every Day, I have 
largely taſted of thy Bounty Thou haſt pro- 
tected me from every Danger — Thou haſt 
given me all Things neceſſary to ſupport Life, 
and promote Godlineſs — * Oh let thy never- 
cealing Kindneſs enkindle my Love! — Im- 
plant in me ſuch a lively Senſe of all theſe thy 
Mercics, that my very Soul may bleſs thee, 
and that I may for ever ſerve thee with Gra- 
titude and Delight, 
Conf. fron I am aſhamed to reflect on my 

; reteated offences againſt a God 
ſo infinitely good — J am even confounded, 
to think how little J have improved, how 
greatly J have abuſed the various Inſtances of 
thy bountiful Care—/1 would lament that my 
TrnovcnTrs have too frequently wandered 
from Thee — That my ArrtcTions have 
been bent upon earthly Things — that my 
WORDS have been unprofitable and often 
Sinful — and that the AcTions of my Life 


have been ſo contrary to thy Law—who can 


tell how oft He hath offended ? Lord, convince 
me thoroughly of my Wickedneſs, and make 


me deeply ſenſible of my ever-increaſing rx 
— This 


ha 11 Peter i. 3 


77" 3 wo 2855 
— This Day, even this Day, I have added 
to my former Iniquities; [eſpecially by — .] 
5 | Blot out, Father of everlaſt- ' 
50-9 hh: ing Compaſſion, ** Blot out, as 
dee? a Cloud, my Tranſgfeſſions“ 
1 LE AD the * ſatisfaction which my Saviour 
has made to thy Juſtice — He was wound- 
ed for my Sins, and bruiſed for mine Ini- 
„ quities,” - As the Chaſtiſement which 
obtained my Peace was upon him, fo let the 
Merit of his Righteouſneſs he upon me.“ 
e Nor do Jonly beg for PA R- 
ee po of my Sins, but alſo for 
GRACE to ſanctify my Nature. Let me not, 
Thou Searcher of Hearts, let me not deceive . 
myſelf in this moſt important Concern—Endue 
me with a living Faith; — quicken me with 
inward Holineſs— Oh let me be in the Number 
of thoſe, who ** worſhip God in the Spirit, 
© who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus” *—Since the 
Time of ) Abode in this tranſitory World 
is fo very uncertain; ſince I am to be happy 
or miſerable eternaily, when I depart hence 


Here mention the Sins, which, ſrom the Queſtions 
of Se/f-Examination, you find yourſelf to have com- 
mitted either in Thought, Word, or Deed, in the preced- 
ing Day — only when you pray in the Family, The 
Words between zhe/e Marks [] muſt be omitted; — 
and the particular Confeſſion of your Sins may be made 
is PRIVATE either before or after Prayers — or 148 N- 
TALLY by a proper Pauſe at this Place, 

* Iſaiah I). 5. Y Philip iii. 3. 

John i. 29. Tom. iii. 25, 26. 
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and am no more ſeen — Let me not flatter my 


felf with the Conceit of any long Continuance 


in this Tabernacle of Clay — but let me wait 
for my great Change: — Wait in CONSTANT 
Expectation of it; wait in the HABITVAI 
Preparation for it — ripening for Heaven as 
J approach to the Grave — and finding at 


laſt, to my unſpeakable Comfort, that To 


% Die is Gain” *, 

O God of the Families of all 
the Earth, have Mercy [upon 
this Family and] upon the whole Race of 
Mankind-—Pour thy Spirit upon All People; 
that Al may ſee; that Al may partake of, 
thy great Salvation. — Regard the Requeſts 
made for our King and Kingdom — Forgive 
mine Enemies — [Reward my Benefactors an 
hundred fold J—-Defend the Fatherleſs and the 


Taterceſſion. 


Widows — Have pity upon the Afflicted, and 


upon all that want the neceſſary means of In- 
ſtruction; Lea extend thine infinite Compaſ- 
fions even to thoſe who will not ſo much as 


pray for Themſelves — Bleſs, in a particular 


manner, ſuch as are deareſt to me ; — Be 
© Trov their FATHER, and let them be 


*. Tay Sons and Daughters, O Lord Al- 


mighty.“ * 

Vouchſafe, O Thou Preſerver 
— on and of Men, to all thy Servants Reſt 
rotection. . . . 
| in Sleep, and Conſolation in 
Chriſt; and to me, good Lord, tho' unwor- 
Philip i. 21. ® > Cor. vi. 18. 

thy 
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thy the lzaft of thy Favours. — Amidft all the | 
Dangers * of this Night, (in which Multi- 
tudes will breath their laſt) I would commit 
myſelf to thy Protection. — Notwithſtanding 
all h unworthineſs [ caſt my/eff on thine 
infinicely-tender Mercy, in thy well-beloved 
Son; whoſe molt precious Blood ſpeaketh 
better Things in my © Behalf, than my Lips 
can utter, or my Heart conceive, 

In HIS prevailing Name, and comprehen- 
ſive Words, I earneſtly recommend to. thy 
never-failing Compaſſion, all my own, and all 
my Fellow-Chriſtians Wants, 8 

r 


> See the Note Page 46. © Heb. xii. 24. 
N. B. The Prayers for the Morning and Evening, as I. 
obſerved, are partly extracted from FE NK S&S DE- 
VOTIONS; a moſt excellent and uſeful Book, in 
which are Cnoſolations,. ſuited to every Diſtreſs ; Petiti- 
ons, accommodated to every Exigence ; proper Pre- 
ſervati ves, ſuggeſted in Caſe of Temptation; and in- 
deed ample Prowifion made for aLL the Spiritual Wants 
of a Chriſtian — So that it may not only be very uſeful 
at the ſated Seaſons of Devotion, but be profitably pe- 
ruſed at any Interval of Leiſure I cannot give the ge- 
neral Character of this valuable Piece better than in the 
Words of the ingenious Mr. Hervey, in his juftly 
celebrated Meditations on the Tombs, Flower-Garden, &c. 
(See Vol. I. Page 275 of the Seventh Edition:) 
* ZENK3's Book of Devotions has deſervedly paſſed 
« through Eliven Editions; and is truly admirable for 
« the Sublimity, Spirituality, and Propriety of the Sen- 
«« timents, as well as for the pathetic Turn of Expreſſion, 
„ with which they are cloathed.“ 

The Price of FENKS's DEVOTIONS 
is Three Shillings; but there is another Work by the 
P ſame 
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Our Father, Cc. 
A the Grace of our Lord Nein Chriſt, 


. Theſe Prayers may be read over very de- 
liberatel in about Eight Minutes —but, as the 


Lengib of them may make it diffigult for thoſe who 
cannot read, 10 Jearn them by Heart, and to 


retain them in their Memories, it may be conve- 
nient to add the Two following Ferms, which, 
. (tho* conciſe) contain all the moſt material 
Branches of Prayer — and will be found on 
Compariſon, an exact Abridgment of the For- 


mer. 


ſame Hand, at half the Price, called, TuE POOR 
M AN's READY COMPANION, conſiſting 
of Reflections on ſome of the moſt important Texts of 
Scripture, with /uitable Prayers, I would earneſtly re- 
commend this little Piece, not only on account of its 
being ſo cheap in Proportion to the Variety of exce/- 
lent — it contains, and the Strain of rational 


and lively Devotion, for which the Author was ſo emi- 


nently, | had almoſt ſaid /ingularly, remarkable: but 
alſo as I hope the Examples there given might lead the 
Reader into a Method of turning into Prayer many 
Paſſages of Scripture in ſomething of a like manner ; 
and thus improved, thus peruſed, the Scriptures would 
be made doubly profitable — There are likewiſe in this 
Book ſeveral intereſting Conſidera tions ſuggeſted on the 
B'rth of Chriſt, on the Sacrament, on his Crucifixion, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion — and to render the auhc/e 
ſtill more extenſively uſeful, the Author has added a 
ſhort, affecting, and jodicious Explanation of the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments, = 

- The 
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The PRAVvER for Morning abridg d. 


Moſt holy Lord God Al- 
cu mighty, 7 may well be 
aſhamed to appear before Thee; for ** I was 
conceiv*d in Sin” ©, and by my actual Iniqui- 
tics, committed Times and Ways without Number, 
J have deſerved to be caſt into the Fire 
that can never be quenched * ”, | 

2 But thou aboundeſt in Mercy, 
2 and haſt ſent thine only Son to 

s die for Sinners — For his Sake, 
Father of everlaſting Compaſſions, pardon 
and accept mez for in Him, and in Him 
ALONE *, do I hope, and truſt. 

J intreat thee, O God, who 
heareſt Prayer, to hear me, and 
not only to FoR GIVE, but to make me 
HOLY — I dread the Corruption of my own 
Heart, and the Temptations of the World. 
Teach me by thy Grace to renounce all un- 
godlineſs — Teach me to delight in thy Ser- 
vice and to deny my own Will, whenever it 
ſtands in oppoſition to TINRE. 

Let me be favour'd with thy 

fs thy n Blefling on all my lawful Un- 

dertakings— Let me live all the 

Day long under a grateful Senſe of thy fa- 

therly Protection, and in a lively Hope of 
everlaſting Glory. 


For Grace. 


Palm li. 5. Mark ix. 45. s Ads iv, 12, 
$3 5 Bc 


| ; thoſe of this Day; [namely.] * 
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1 Be pleaſed to HEAL all the 


World with thy Goſpel [reward m 

_ Benefactors NIE: fold 3 
pity the Afflicted; — and grant to me; to 
thoſe who are deareſt to me; and to all my 
Fellow Creatures whatever h ſeeſt need- 


ful for the Welfare of our BopiEs or the Sal- 
vation of our Souls. 


Accept unfeigned Thanks 
— for the "x of — laſt Night, 
Ss , and of this Morning, —and for all 
46 Note the manifold Inſtances of thy Loving 
(s) Kindneſs receiv'd thro? the Media- 
tion of my ever bleſſed Redeemer. 
In n1s prevailing Name and comprehen- 
five Words T earneſtly tecommend to thy 
never. failing Compaſſion all ny own, and all 
my Fellow Chriſtians wants; Our Father, 
Sc.— The Grace of our Lord Jeſus, &c, 


The PRAYER for Evening abridg d. 


I Thank thee, O moſt great ol 
me gracious God, with my whole 


ug. — 1 thank thee, for all thine 
unſpeakable Mercies. ; 
I humbly b the many 
Tranſgreſſions I have committed in 
all ny former Life, and particularly 


gate 


4 
© -& 2 


— 


> Here confeſs particular Sins. See the . Now, 


%. * 
Make | 


N 

Make me truly penitent for my in- 
numerable Offences, and pardon them 

3 all, through the Blood of thy dear 
Son, * whom thou doſt infinitely 

love,“ and who taketh away the Sins of 

the World “. 

: And to a PAR DON Good Lord, 

Jas „ add that equally neceſſary Gift of 

'_ _ Gract — Cauſe me to judge rightly 
of my Spiritual State; and let not the Deceit- 


fulneſs of my own Heart betray me into a falſe 


Peace — Endue me with a living Faith, — 
Fill me with conſtant Love to Thee, and all 
Mankind — Wean my Affections more and 
more, from this vain, empty World ;— and 
make me every Day FIT TER for the Bu- 
ſineſs and Enjoyments of Heaven. 

I beg thy Bleſſing on all 7 ſhould 
pray for, and eſpecially on the Afflict- 
ed.— Oh reconcile hm to their Suf- 
ferings and all of us to thyſelf. 

I commit nyſelf unto thee, O 
K mo! God, this Night, beſeeching thee to 
gien. give me Reſt and Safety—or, if my 
Soul ſhould, before the Morning, be 


Interceſ- 


fron. 


required at my Hands, receive it to thy Mer- 


cy, thro? Jeſus Chriſt, Lord and Saviour, 
In Eis prevailing Name and comprehen- 
& Words I carneſtly recommend to thy 


7 2 Grace of our Lord Jeſus, c. 
; * John i. 29. 


er- failing Compaſſion all my own and all 
e Chriſtians wants: Our Father, 


(72) 
' Perſons of very weak Memories, and many 
Children of Five or Six Years old, may be taught. 
to get theſe abridg*d Prayers by Heart —But if 
even THESE ſhould be thought too long, which 
T hope will be ſeldom the Caſe, 1 then re- 
commend the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer only, with 
the Benediftion of St. Paul; namely, May the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. — 
No Man living, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
whether he be learned or unlearned, can have a rea- 
ſonable Excuſe for the ix E Omiſſion of daily 
Prayer to Cod; ſince the Refuſal of ſuch Homage 
is—to aft contrary to the Example and Command 
of Chriſt—and in Effeft, to diſown his Power 
over us—his Goodneſs is us —his Juſtice 10 
Puniſh Tranſgreſſions — and to queſtion bis Faith- 
fulneſs in fulfilling bis PROM 1SEs. | 
Nor is PRAYER to be conſidered merely as 
a Tribute, which we owe to God; but alſo as 
the means of deriving Strength, and Comfort to our 
own Souls, — And a ſincere Chriſtian (one duly 
concern'd for his ſpiritual Health) would no more 
think of omitting PRAYER to-day becauſe He 
 pratiiſed it yeſterday, than of abſtaining from 
Foop to-day, becauſe He yeſterday took it at 
the proper Seaſon. The REGUL AR Returns of 
either may indeed be omitted on ſome very Tt 
URGENT occaſion, when the Honour of God, and 
the Good of our Fellow Creatures plainly require 
our more immediate Attendance ; but the Spiri- 
tual Life can no more be maintain'd i in a long'and 
frequent 
1 See Page 54. + Here likewiſe See Page 54 


| 
q 
| 
v | 
| 
| 
'$ 


* * 6 = 
: * f 
= 


( 73 5 
neglect of the one, than Abe nue 


frequent 
| Le in that of the other. | 
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Frey Nl BEFORE Prayer, {for 


e in the' more particular Confeſſion 
| * your Sins, See page 65] examine your Con- 
Science by ſome ſuch Queſtions as theje 3 


| A Form of SzLF-EXAMINATION. 


1. Have I omitted, or carel;/y perform'd 
my religious Duties either of meditating 


on Scripture [See page 83] — Morning or 
Evening Prayer — occaſional Ejaculations— 
or laſt Night's Self- Examination? 

2. Have I liv'd this Day in an HABI- 
TUAL Senſe of God's Preſence ?— in fre- 
quent Remembrance of the dying Love of 
my compaſſionate Redeemer ? — and pleaded 
the promiſed Aſſiſtance of the Holy W 


[See 1 xi. 13. 


! Thoſe who really live by FAITH in CHRIST 
(and none can be Chriſtians who do not), may often me- 
ditate on him in one or more of the following Views; 
1. As a PROPHET to teach them; 2. As a S A- 
CRIFICE to atone for their Sins; 3. As an HIGH- 
PRIEST to intercede for them; 4. As a KING to 
rule in the Soul, to ſubdue Sin and eſtabliſh Yirizez 

„ As an EXAMPLE to be imitated; 6, As 

TRENGTH to ſupport ; 7. As a GUARDIAN 

to protect; 8. As a FORERUNNER who has 


paſs'd from Death to Life, and I Manſions for 
the Faithful. 


H 3. Have 


1 
A C's 
. >. 0 


; -— | #3 - 
3. Have I indulged Proud — Unclean — 
Envious —— Covetous — — or Malicious 
THOUGHTS? 

Have I uttered Paſſionate — Profane — 


Backbiting— Vain WORDS ?. — or Have I 
offended againſt Modeſty or Truth, in my Diſ- 
courſes ? - | 3 
Have I committed any ACTS of Ex- 
ceſs? or of Unkindneſs? — Am TI ready to 
make Amendsif I have done any Wrong? 
of to forgive if I have receiv'd any Offence ? 
4. Have I trifled away my. leiſure Time 
(either in the Morning — Forenoon — After- 
noon—or Evening) in impertinent Chat — 


needleſs Diverſions — or unneceſſary Sleep, in- 
ſtead of redeeming it for Reading, Prayer, or 


profitable Converſation ? * 
| 3. What 


= As it is poſſible that Perſons in higher Ranks of 
Life than thoſe for whom this SUPPLEMENT was in- 
mediately intended may chance to look into it, I think 
it not improper for their Sakes to add, that I am very 
ſenſible not only of the Innocence, but Expediency of 
- Diverfjons, when well choſen and moderate, whey uſed 
not merely to paſs TIu away,” but to make us 
more fit for Profitable Employments — therefore I 
would by no means have the Queſtions under this fourth 
Head underſtood as condemning Diverſiont in general, 
or inſinuating that Chriſtianity and Cheerfulneſs were in- 
conſiſtent with each other. My deſign is only to guard 
againſt exceſſive Indulgencies of this kind — againſt turn- 
ing them into the main Buſineſi of Life, inſtead of admit- 
ting them by way of Recreation— And ſince tis not un- 
common even for /erious People to ſquander away too ma- 
ny of their ine/limable Moments in very Vanity, this Cau- 


5 


tion 


* 


5 . 
5. What Opportunity of doing Good have 
I loſt—or of receiving Good have I neg- 
lected to improve? — [See SECTION i# 
Second, and particularly Page 19.] 
6. Have I well conſidered, that the 
WorLD of SpikiTs muſt ſoon open upon 
me (perhaps this very Night?) and have I 
no Sin unrepented of, unforſaken ? — Do I 
ſtartle at the Thoughts of a SEPARATION 5 
or can I compoſe myſelf in a reſign'd Diſpo- 
ſition, either to Sleep or Die? N. B. 


tion cannot be deemed needlc;;—May none of my Read- 
ers forget that iu is a Talent, for which we muſt give 
Account! That our great Maſter has expreily command- 
ed us, To gtDEEw Ir: [See Page 59] that it is the 
Ground-work of 4/ religious Improvements, and reli- 
gious Service : — that to trifle it away, “ grieves the 
Holy Spirit, Epheſ. iv. 30. and hurts the Power of 
Chriſtianity in our Hearts; as a Worm at the Root of 
a Plant, obſtructs its Growth, imperceptibly indeed, 
but effectually; perhaps deſtructively. | 

a This is the Temper, which the Believers of old 
actually enjoy'd (See 3 Cor. v. 1. 2.) and which WE 
ſhould pray to obtain.—Remembring that DBA rx baths 
no Power to hurt a Soul, that is united by Farru 
(See John xvii. 21.) to the great Redeemer; who is 
ſupreme Lord of the unſeen World; or (as the Scripture- 
expreſſes it) “ has the Keys of HE TL and of DATA. 
Rev. i. 18.— I cannot eaſily expreſs this Temper, which 
I would be ſo glad to cultivate and promote, better than 
in the. Words of one of our moſt celebrated Poets. 


B. ſatisfy'd and pleas'd avith what Thou art; 
Ad cheerfully and well th allotted Part. | 
- Improve the preſent Hour; Be thankful for the Paſt ;: 
And neither tear, nor wiſh th approaches of the Laſt... 
Cow r. 
N H. 2 What 
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N. B. Conſcience will anſtwer all theſe Jue/- 
tions in a few Minutes; and to theſe ſuch 
others may be added, as your Station and 

Circumſtance in Life may require. — And if 
you can conveniently (keep a Diary 
and) WRITE DOWN any Hints of the 
State of your Mind, and your Progrels or 
Decline 7» Religion (particularly the Rea- 
ions which at any time make you afraid to 
die)—it may, perbops, be very praſiade 
10 you——but this is referred to your own 
Diſcretion. 


. 
2»*„- 9 


A Shorter Form of Self Examination. 
O W have I behav*d under any Sudden 


Vexation ? 

Under Temptations (eſpecially to thoſe Sins 
which moſt eafily beſet me.) 

What Duties Have I omitted? either as 
Parent, or Child, Maſter, or Servant, Hus- 
band, or Wife? &c. 

Have I frequently remember*d my Obliga- 


tions to Chriſt ? 
Have I pleaded the Prow1seD Aſſiſtance 


of the Holy Spirit? See Luke xi. 13. 


What a cheerful and reſign'd Spirit is here! — The 
attainment of which will be the greateſt Happineſs to 
ourſelves, is one of the chief ends of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, the moſt amiable and conſequently the moſt ** 
al Method of recommending it to others. 


IM 
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What am I myſelf, (or, what are any of. 
my Fellow - Creatures) the better for my ha- 
ving liv'd this Day ? 


Am I now in THAT State in which I- 
ſhould be content to die ? 


Never examine yourſelf Cir ghtly, and only: 
&5 a Thing of Courſe, but with as much Seri- 
ouſneſs, as if you were juſt going io the BAR 
of Gop — Think bow many Thouſands have 
died ſuddenly — Renew. therefore your Appli- 
cation to Chair for the Pardon of thoſe 
Sins which attend even your moſk innacent_ 
Days, if you would not dare to die, and appear 
before Gop, under the Guilt of them == 
The Heart of Man, /ays the Prophet Je- 
* remiah, is DECEITFUL [or a Sup- 

% planter] above all Things, and deſperately 
*WICKED [or deplorably diſeaſed ; who 
can know it ?” (Jerem. xvii. 9.) How im- 
portant a Duty then is daily Self- Examination, 
that we may be more aud more acquainted with 
our own IWretchegneſs , and ſee our Need of 
opplying to Chriſt, that he may purity our cor- 
' rupt Hearts, and prepare us for his Kingdom ! 
E has promiſed io SAVE us not only from 
the Puniſhment of Six in Hell, but from the 
Dominion of it, as long as we continue on 
Earth. See 1 John i iii. 8. Rom. vi. 14. 

As a Me ans of guarding v gainſt the firſt 
Aſſaults of Temptation in or Hearts, I 
would recommend. EJACULA ORY 

H 3 PRAYER, 


BE (78) 
PRAYER, as What ſhould run thro' the 
waking * Hours of Life — and I would eſpe- 
cially urge it as a proper Employment, when 
we are lyihg on our Beds, and compoling 
ourſelves to Reſt. 

We ſhould, thro* the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Hor Y SIR IT, endeavour ther to exert, 
Fs 1. Such a ſincere Repentance for our paſt 

ins; 
| 2. Such a ſfedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, and 

thankful Remembrance of his dying Love; Z 

3- Such an univerſal Charity rowards Men 
of all Ranks, and of every Party; And, 

4. Such a'Reſignation to the Divine Will 3 


zs every one would wiſh to exerciſe in the 
laſt Moments of Life ; and as might diſpoſe 


us to lay down our Heads in ſweet Serenity, 


© were we certain, that our Souls would be 


* required of us before the Morning.” - 
And indeed Steep is, as has often been ob- 
fer ved, ſo like Death, that we ſhould not 
truſt it without ſome ſuch Preparation. 

You are not $URE, that you ſhall awake 
any more—ſay therefore when Sleep is ad- 


A COMPREHENSIVE EIACU LA. 
#1 ON which I would recommend to be frequently uſed : 
„O Lord, may thy Mercy pardon what I have been 
„may thy Grace correct what I am-—may a 

« Wiſdom direct what I ſhall be! 


Another EJACULATION. 


my Head be ever fludiqous to contrive —— my 

eart ever warm to defige — and my Hands ever 
« afive to promete the GOOD of my Fellow« 
Creatures. 


vancing 


(79) 
vancing on you, as you would in a Dying 
Hour. 
Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; for- 
thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord, Thou GOD 1 
Truth, PSALM xXXXI. 6. 


4 Prayer after Recovery. 

OST gracious and merciful God, I 

adore Thee as the Author of my 
Cute; and praiſe thee for the Bleſſings 
thou haſt given to thoſe APPLICATIONS, 
which were the Means of effecting it — 
May I remember the Chaſtiſements, the, 
Inſtructions, and the Deliverance I have re- 
ceived. As Thou haſt condeſcended. to 
hearken to the Praver of ſo /nful a 
Creature, may I ** call upon Thee as long as I 
* live.” — Being made whole, may 1 g 
* away, and fin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
* come unto me.” * Having known the Bit- 
terneſs of Affliction may I pity and endea- 
vour to relieve thoſe that labour under it— 
and may I never forget my Obligations to 
Tree, and my Humane Benefactors — I 
humbly recommend tem and ' wyſeff to 
thy continued Mercy, and everlaſting. Fa- 
vour, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen. 


1 John v. 14. 


7 
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Ai occaſional Prayer, from the Liturgy: 


A Lmighty and everlaſting Gop, who art 
pray, and are wont to give more than either 
F defire or deſerve; pour down upon me 
the Abundance of thy Mercy, forgiving me 
thoſe. Things, whereof m my Conſcience is 
afraid; and giving me thoſe good Things, 
which 1 am not worthy to aſk, but = 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Son, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


4 2 (chiefly the Biſhop of Man's) 10 be ad- 
ded on Sunday Morning lo your Daily Prayers 


Lord, who haſt ſet apart this good Day 
to thy Service, and made it Honoura- 

ble, firſt by raiſing thy Son from the Dead, 
and then by pouring out thy Spirit on his A- 
polls, give me Grace ſo to obſcrve it, that 
be the Beginning of a happy Week, and 
— by the Gift of thy Spirit unto me, I may be 
more and more quickened to Newneſs of Life 
Fi in my Heart this great Truth, that 
Bere J have no abiding Place,” — May this 


Conſideration excite me ſeriouſly and timely to. 


to e for another World: May this infi- 
nitely 


r Here I believe i it will not be improper to obſerve, 
that every Prayer in our excellent — is preſented 
to God (according to the Declaration of the Scriptures). 


in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt — Shall we then preſume 

ta take Delight in our own For:h, who are not judged 

worthy ſo much as even 0 4% Pardon for our Sins,” 

— the Mediation and Laterceſhon of che Son of 
? 


always more ready to hear than I to. 


1 
nitely Important Conſideration make me very 
- deſirous to learn my Duty, and to do what r HO 
requireſt of me, from a Principle of Fa irn 
in CHRIST; and Love to THEE; and to 
ALL my Fellow- Creatures. 1 Jobn iii. 23. 

Bleſſed be God that I have a Place of p- 
LIC WORSHIP to go to; — Oh may | never 
negle& the Worſhip, or profane the Day! — 
Bleſſed be God that I have a Miniſter to teach 
me! The Lord proſper his Labours, and give 
me Grace to profit by them — that He and I 
may enjoy an everlaſting Sabbath with the 
Saints in Heaven, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
Amen, Amen. ed 


. A Prayer to be added on Sunday, 10 your Even-\ 
ing Devotions. 4 
Rant, O moſt gracious God, that the 

k Services of thy Houſe, which I have 
this Day been engaged in, may be greatly pro- 
Flable to me—Let not the Iniquities of my 
Holy things“ cauſe thee, in Anger, to 
withhold thy Bleſſing ; but for my Redeemer's 
Sake, deeply impreſs both on my Memory, 
and on my Heart the Inſtructions I have re- 
ceived ; and let the Fruit be viſible thro? the 
following Week and whole Courſe of my 
Life — Accept the Praiſes I offered, with all 
my Petitions preſented for myſelf and others 
— May I and each of my Fellow-Worſhippers 


kind, when we return again to the World, 
. | that 


„ Exod. Xvi. 28. 
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that we have been with Jeſus,“ Acts iv. 13. 
— and gain*d ſome freſh fupplies of bis Spirit 
And as for ſuch who «would have attended 
on thine Ordinances, O Lord, but could not, 
viſit them with thy Favour in their Retire- 
ments— and as for ſuch who might have wait- 
ed on thee, but did not chuſe ſo to do, Lord pity 
them, and bring them to a better mind ; and 
may the Power and the Riches of thy Grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus be illuſtrated in their Reco- 
very and Salvation — Oh grant that I may 
never be like thoſe wicked ones of old, who 
«6 flattered thee with their Mouth, and lied unto 
** thee with their Tongues, for their Hearts were 
not right with thee, nor were they ſtedfaſt in 
t Covenant,” + but may I be more than 
ever concern'd to have my Heart reneu'd, 
and that in the end I may attain to an ever- 
laſting 8 AB BAT H, thro* the Mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Anen. 
+ Pfalm Ixxviii. 36. 


A Prayer before Reading of .the Scriptures, from 
_ the Liturgy. 


Leſſed Gop, who haſt cauſed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our Learn- 


ing, grant that I may in ſuch wiſe near 
them, READ, MARK, LEARN, and i#wardly 
DIGEST them, that by Patience and Comfort 
of thy holy Word, I may embrace and ever 
hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Liſe, 
Which thou haſt given me in our Saviour 
& Jeſus Chriſt, Anen. | M ben 


(%) 
2 you have read part of a Chapter, in tbe 
ening (or if it had been neglected, then in the 


— ſelett a fingle Verſe, more particularly 
ſuited to your Circumſtances. — Commit it 10 
Memory — Meditate on it thre the fo 


Day; and turn it into frequent Prayer. This the 


weakeſt Minds may do; and by This Method You | 


may moſt ſpeedily attain the Grand ENDS of ftu- 
dying the Scriptures ; which are, 1. To HUM. 


BLE the Sinner — 2. To E XALT the Saui- 
our — 3. To PROMOTE Halineſ, [i. e. 


ſolid Happineſs ] — See page 56. 

A Short Prayer before and after puBLICK 
Worſhip — which may alſo be uſed before' and 
after -your PRIVATE Devotions, by omitting 
the Words between theſe [ ] Marks, 

BEFORE Worſhip. 
IVE me, O Lord, a deep Reverence 
of thy Preſence — Let thy Holy Spirit 

help mine Infirmities — Let me ſo pray that I 

may receive thy Bleſſing ; and [/ hear] that 

I may obtain Salvation thro* the Merits and 

Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

AFTER Worſhip. 
Ardon me, O God, for Chriſt's: fake, 
that 1 Worſhip thee fo coldly, that my 

Heart is ſo ready to wander from Thee—Give 

me for the future, Jeſt my Religious oppor- 


tunities turn to my Condemnation, more at- 


tention, more Fervour and a Faith working 


by Love ; [enabling me immediately to pRAc- 
TICE "JOLENE haſt now taught * me, ] Amen. 
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 -finful before God more ſinful, perhaps, tl 
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Vr find that our Saviour while on Earth, glb- 


rified Gop, by ſolemnly giving Thinks when He 
fat down to Meat (See Mark vi. 41.) — And St. 
Paul, /h in Bonds, and in Preſence of a numerous 
of Heathens, would not omit this Duty 

ee Acts xxvil. 35.)—1s it not therefore an in- 
excuſable Departure from the Example of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, to fall to our Food, as Beafts 
to their Fodder, without the leaſt Regard to that 
upreme and bountiful Being, who openeth 
„his Hand, and filleth all Things living g 
* with Plenteouſneſs,” — That the moſt Un- 


learned, therefore, may not want proper Words 


to beg God's Bleſſing upon their daily Food, and 
to return him Thanks for it, the following Gra- 
ces may be conſtantly uſed. | 
Grace before Meals. 
FI1RANT, O Lord, that theſe thy good 
Creatures may nouriſh us, and that we 


; may love and ſerve thee, thro? Jeſus Chriſt, 


Grace after Meals. 
O D 's holy Name be · bleſſed and praiſed 


55 I for theſe and all his other Mercies thro? 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

* Now as an Addreſs to Almighty God is one 
F ' the moſt ſerious and ſolemn Things in tbe 
World, let me intreat you to be very compoſed 
and reverential in the Diſcharge of this Duty— 


-Since to perform it in a ſlight and negligent man- 


ner, muſt be ſhocking 1 all good Men, and 


% * - 
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Company; who offers '4p ak the Bleſſing of ibe 


Almigbly, in the Name of the reſt, ſhould pre- 
ſume zo do it in an irreverent manner; every 


one preſent, will, I hope, remember that be is 
as much obliged to repeat the Grace in his own 


Mind, as. if nothing had paſs'd at the Table. 


— 


—C 
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Upon a Review of the ſeveral DIR EOTI-· 
oNs, recommended in the S SUP- 


PLEMENT, I am aware of wo Objections 


frequently advanced againſt Advices of a 


ſerious, and Doctrines of an Evangelical Na- 
ture, — It is ſuggeſted either invidiouſy, or 
thro* Miſapprebenſion, that, by enforcing the 
Duties of- #0L1NEess, People are call'd off 
from proſecuting the Byſieſs of their Station; 
and, that by placing FAlTH in the Divine 


Redeemer, as the Ground of our everlaſting - 


Acceptance, the Foundation of practical God- 
lineſs is SapP'D — Tho? J hope it is evident 


to the attentive Reader, that I have taken 


particular Care to ſteer with ſuch Caution as. 
to keep clear of both. theſe Rocks; yet I can- 
not content myſelf without diſclaiming in the 
mft folenm Manner fuch pernicious Errors. — 
HE that fays, ** Be fervent in Prayer ;” ſays 
allo, ** Be not flothful in Buſineſs,” Rom. xii. 
11.— The fame high Authority, which has 
commanded the ohe to be box E, has moſt 
peremptorily required, that the cker be not 
1 .._- ak 


I, * 
4 


— 


ard to real Hor ix Este I have 
preſented it as inſeparably connect- 
ed with a living FAITH; and not only 
an eſſemial, but a very diſtinguiſhed PART of 
the Salvation procured by Cbriſt Jeſus ; who 
died not only to pyrchaſe our Parpon by 
- his Blood, but alſo by his ſanctifying Spirit to 
© - HEAL our diſtemper'd Souls that we might 
= be rir for the Enjoyment of Heaven. 

I think this may very properly be illuſtrated 
thus ;—Suppoſe ſome wretched Malefactor, 
condemned to ſuffer for his-Crimes, and at the 
1ame Time languiſhing in the laſt Stage of a 
Conſumption, or dying under a Complication 
of mcurable Diſeaſes; How ſmall would the 
Joy of THAT ParDoNn be, which could only. 
prolong a few afflicted Days or Hours of 
Life, and would then leave him expiring, when 
compared with THAT, which He would re- 
ceive from the Hand, which at the ſame time 
brought ſome ſovereign mz D1cineg powerful 
in its Operation to cheer drooping Nature, 
and to reſtore KeEALTHA and vigour. 
Thus could we ſuppoſe Sin PARDONED, and 
the Soul diſcharg'd from its Obligations to 
ſuffer the Agonies of the damned, yet fil. 
would the Man be miferable if He continued 

under the Power of his deadly“ Luſts (the 

*accurſed ' Sickneſs of his MIN D) and deſtitute 
of Chriſt's renewing Grace (the only effectual 
REMEDY} to work in Him that vital Holi- 

Epheſ. iv. 22. 
eſs, 
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neſs, which, as it is the 1 ge of God nl 1 
ſelf, is alſo the HEALTH nd Life of Ti "3 


To Denote I would hope that at, 
is deficient in theſe” particular Inſtructions, as to 
the Patient's daily Devotion, &c. or may- 
ſeem leſs intelligible, will be ſupplied, explain- 
ed, or enforced by the kind Offices of benevo- 
lt CIENO VME and other ſerious Chriſtians, 
who may viſit the afflicted in our Infirmaries 
or elſewhere—and I ſhall only take Leave to 
remind my Readers in general, of a very ob- 
vious, but never enough to be inculcated Re- 
mark —viz. That to attempt at leaſt to diſ- 
ſipate that Cloud of Ignorance which has 
overſpread the Generalily of our Fellow Crea- 
tures; and to let in the Light of the Gosp EE 
upon their benjghted Minds; to contribute, as 
far as in US lies to ſuppreſs Vice; and to 
promote practical Religion, in our Neighbour- 
heod; is the common Concern, and not con- 
fned to a PECULIAR ORDER of Men. 

It is in the Power of every private Chriſtian. 
to ſuggeſt religious Hints to his Relations, 
Friends and others — Such Hints, judicioufly 
timed, may thro” the Grace of God, awaken 
the Canine, reclaim the Vicious, and 
fet forward an Univerſal RrroRM Ar io — A 
Work this, of the «#moft- Importance both td“ 
the Flouriſhing of our CrviL Conſtitution, 
and to the Maintenance of the PRO ESTA - 7 
2 Cauſc—and | in ſhort to the Whole of our pro-. 10 5 
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d penal Welfare—A- Work which we 
* Cannot reaſonably hope to ſee accompliſhed, 
without the Concurrence of Mm any Hands— + 
and which (as in the Caſe of a /preading Con- 
flagration, or a prevailing Rebellion) calls a- 
loud for Help from every Quarter, 
By the preceding LET TER and SU P. 
PLEMENT, I have thrown in my Mirz 
towards this great and neceſſary Undertaking, 
and given ſuch Aſſiſtance as cannot I preſume 
be judg'd unſuitable to my Character and Sta- 
tion, as a PaysIcian to a Public INFIRMA- 
RY — May others, whoſe Influence is more 
extenſive, exert themſelves with ſuperior ad- 
vantage — may their Endeavours be attended 
with more abundant Succeſs — and may ALL, 
Rich and Poor, High and Low, join to help 
= forward this momentous Deſign, by cultivating 
nun themſelves, and enforcing on others, a BE- 
Ilir“ in Chriſt Jeſus, — and by adding to 
= their FaiTH the perſſaſtve Eloquence not on- 
p of an unblameable Life, but of an exem- 
plary Converſation, 


® By a BELISF in Chriſt eſus, is meant what the Apoſtle cas 

« BELIEVING with the HEART” Rom. ix, 10 —that'is (to 

- expreſs more ſhortly the Subſtance of Page gth,) ſuch a lively Per- 
ſuaſion of the Power and Grace of Chriſt, and of our own very great 
need of an Intereſt in ui, as engages us to receive H1M under all 
his offices (See Note 1 page 73) that we may obtain the Salvation 
which. HE has PROMISED, and in the _ which uE has r 
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